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INTRODUCTION

In 1853 the Gadsden Purchase added our corner of the world
to the United States and to the New Mexico Territory with its gov-
ernment in Santa Fe. Ten years later President Lincoln signed the
Organic Act of 1863 which created Arizona Territory out of the
western half of New Mexico. It was divided into four counties, and
Tucson was made the county seat of Pima County. After the Civil
War and after the Apaches were subdued, settlers poured into south-
eastern Arizona. ining and ranching flourished. In 1881 Co-
chise County was separated from Pima County, and Tombstone was
made the county seat. Wherever a few families congregated, a
school was established. Most of the teachers were from the east.
Most of the buildings were very primitive. Equipment was rough
and text books were often missing, but school went on.

A great deal of credit should be given fo Ruth D. Elliott and
Kay Gregor for assembling the material for this publication. It has
meant hours of work writing letters, sorting the material received,
and writing some of the articles from notes received from various
sources.

We are sure this is not a complete story of Cochise Coun?'
Schools, so if any of you have additional information on the subject,
you are invited to send your material to The Cochise County Quar-
terly, Box 818, Douglas, Az. 85607.

There will be other Quarterlies fo follow.

Glenn G. Dunham
Publication Chairman

COUNTY SCHOOL RECORDS
by Ruth D. Elliott

Records in the County School Superintendent’s office for the
year commencing July 1, 1890 and ending June 30, 1891 show that
Cochise County, Arizona Territory had twenty-one school districts.

District No. 1 Tombstone District No. 12 Dragoon
District No. 2 Bisbee District No. 13 Willcox
District No. 3 Soldiers Hole District No. 14 Teviston
District No. 4 Huachuca District No. 15 Dos Cabezas
District No. 5 Charleston District No. 16 El Dorado
District No. 6 Fairbank District No.17 Hereford
District No. 7 Contention District No. 18 Bohn
District No. 8 St. David District No. 19 San Pedro
District No. 9 Benson District No. 20 Turquoise

District No. 10 Tres Alamos District No. 21 Marcus
District No. 11 Pool

Total expenditures covering these twenty-one districts for the above
stated school year amounted to $21,232.52. Twenty-eight teachers
were employed that year and received a total salary of $17,219.68.
Tombstone had five teachers. Bisbee, Benson and Willcox each had

3



two teachers. Total pupil enrollment reached 964 that year with
Tombstone having 289, Bisbee 163, Benson 82, and Willcox 74. The
report shows an allowance of $50.00 for the Tombstone school li-
brary which had a total of 486 volumes. Willcox with 75 volumes
was the only other school reporting a library. The length of the
school year varied from five months at Soldier Hole and El Dorado
to nine and a half in Bisbee. Tombstone maintained a nine month
school while Willcox was in session eight months during the 1890-
91 school year.

The school year 1911-12 annual report included a total of sixty-
six school districts in Cochise County. Territorial days ended and
the 1912-13 school year saw still more changes. The sixty-six dis-
tricts remained; however, school enrollments shifted and so did the
location of school houses which often took on new names. Smaller
schools frequently were lapsed or annexed to adjoining districts.
The faithful donkey and pony were less frequently seen making the
daily trek as more advantageous transportation became available to
cope with the distances to the school house.

Some of the renamed districts were:

Distriet No. 12 Soldier Hole became Whitewater
District No. 14 Teviston became Bowie
Distriet No. 25 Turquoise became Gleeson
District No, 28 Slaughter became McDonald
District No. 29 Black Diamond became Webb
District No. 30 Chiricahua became Bernardino
District No. 32 Tufa became Silver Creek
District No. 34 Cave Creek became Portal
District No. 38 Lee became Wells

Distriet No. 45 Valley became Double Adobe
District No. 48 Rodeo became Lone Oak
District 59 Allen became McAlister

Annexing, consolidating and lapsing of districts has continued
and now the 1974 listing of Cochise County school districts includes:

No. 1 Tombstone* No. 27 Douglas*
No. 2 Bisbee* No. 42 Apache
No. 9 Benson* No. 45 Double Adobe
No. 12 Elfrida No. 49 Palominas
No. 13 Willcox* No. 53 Ash Creek
No. 14 Bowie* No. 55 McNeal
No. 18 San Simon* No. 64 Pomerene
No. 21 St. David* No. 66 Rucker
No. 22 Pearce* No. 68 Buena*
No. 23 Naco No. 81 Forrest
No. 26 Cochise ** Fort Huachuca

21 are elementary school districts.
* 10 have elementary and high school districts.
** 1 is an accommodation school district.

Forrest and Rucker Districts transport their students to other
districts at this time and continue to maintain their district status.
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COCHISE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
Probate Judge and Ex-Officio County School Superintendents

1881-1882—LUCAS
1883-1886—PEEL
1887-1890—MONK, E. R.
1891-1892—WOLCOTT, F. N.
1893-1894—MONMONIER, W. D.
1895-1900—BRADLEY, W. F.

County School Superintendents elected by people

1901-1902—NICHOLS, ED
1903-1904—WALLACE
1905-1908—ROCKFELLOW, J. A.
1909-1910—STOVER, E. H.
1911-1912—HOTCHKISS, H. H.
1913-1916—LINTZ, MINNIE
1917-1920—TOLES, ELSIE M.
1921-1928—BROWN, HELEN L.
1929-1930—CRILEY, MARTHA B.
1931-1956—FULGHUM, RUBY E.
1957-1962—GOREN, PATRICIA M.
1962-1966—JAMES C. HENDERSON
1966-1968—JACKSON, KEITH
1969- —GOREN, PATRICIA M.

COCHISE COUNTY
Excerpt from County Superintendent’s Annual report 1886-87

For the year 1886-7, great difficulty was experienced in running
the schools, on account of the scarcity of money. However for the
past year, 1887-8, the County Superintendent says, in his annual re-
?ort:—“The condition of the public schools, both educationally and

inancially considered, I can report as excellent. The attendance
and interest manifested in general, has been better than was to be
expected; and the financial condition of all the school districts are
out of debt, and most of them with a surplus of cash on hand. The
county has an excellent corps of teachers, who are giving entire sat-
isfaction to school officers and patrons.

“The earthcglake destroyed the fine school building in Saint
David’s District, but during the year they have succeeded in provid-
ing another that will meet all the present wants.”

The County Superintendent in this County had drawn $500 per
year as salary; whereas the law allowed but $300. Upon discovering
this fact I notified him, and the acting County Treasurer, that the
County Superintendent must refund the excess to the school fund,
which he promptly did upon receipt of my notice.

As the law makes it necessary for the supervisors to sign these
warrants upon the treasurer, I am compelled to lay the blame, in a
great measure, to them, for this gross violation of the law.
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In February last this County had a very successful Teachers’
Institute, of which the Tombstone Epitaph of February 11th, 1888,
speaks as follows:—

“The Teachers’ Institute, which has been in session three days
this week, brought together teachers from all portions of the county,
and will doubtless prove of great advantage to the public schools.
The discussions on the various topics introduced brought forth the
fact that the teachers were wide awake and up to the times, and were
actuated by an earnest desire to improve themselves in their noble
profession. Superintendent Monk presided over the deliberations
with dignity, and to his efforts much of the credit for the success of
the Institute is due.

“Not the least pleasing features of the session were the lectures
by Drs. Goodfellow and Dunn, and Prof Farmer, Superintendent of
the Territorial Normal School.

Mrs. G. L. Pearson, who formerly occupied the position of teach-
er in the State Normal School of Michigan, took part in the exercises,
and through her ripe experience advanced many ideas that will prove
of great value to the teachers. Altogether, the session was a most
successful and harmonious one,

SKETCH OF TOMBSTONE SCHOOLS 1879 TO 1974
by Mary B Price

Tombstone, once known as Goose Flats, was founded by Ed
Schefflin, a prospector. He was told by the Fort Huachuca Military
Outpost that he would find nothing but his own tombstone. When
he struck a rich vein of silver ore in 1874 the rush was on and a tent
city sprang up immediately. Ed Schefflin named it “Tombstone.”

It was indicative of the kind of people who rushed in to make a
“tent city” that one tent was used as a school. This first school was
:a prigte school (1878-79) taught by Mrs. Gastor, and next year by

rs. Howe.

The first public school was started in February 1880 and was
taught by Miss Lucas. It was a little adobe room with a dirt floor
and mud roof. Planks were used as desks and benches, and partially
finished doors and windows. The first day Miss Lucas had nine
pupils, but by the end of the term she had forty. She soon left and
was replaced by Miss McFarland.

In January 1881 an adobe school building of two rooms, 30" X
20’, was erected on Fitch Street. Attendance reached 85 and was
growing rapidly. Mr. Sherman was head teacher and he was ably
assisted by Miss McFarland and Mrs. Stanton. When 135 pupils
showed up before the end of the year, they were forced to use Hall
of Turin Verin Assn. and the Methodist Church. So two more rooms
were added to the Fitch Street building, and it was then named the
Wolcott School for Frank Wolcott, a former Board member and own-
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er of the largest grocery and merchandise store. In later years this
store building was used as the bank, the hospital, and now as the
Chamber of Commerce.

During these years, the children attended school ten months of
the year from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and enroliment grew to 276. They
were taught reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, draw-
ing, U. S. History, bookkeeping, algebra, physical geography, and
physiology. The marking system was set up: “100%—excellent,
80%—good, 70% —failure” to be used for promotion.

In 1881 it was the sheriff who paid the school’s bills. It was his
job to collect the money, pay the bills, and keep what was left, some-
times a goodly amount. This method eventually caused a great deal
of ill feeling and it was discontinued in 1886 when school board
members, Dr. George Willis and Mr. Stanley Bagg, called an elec-
tion to levy a school tax to raise the $8,000.00 to run the school,
build a fence around Woleott School, and plant trees. It passed and
J. H. Behan, a former sheriff, was elected Tax Assessor and Collec-
tor. A nine months’ school term was guaranteed. Principal’s salary
was set at $125.00 per month (had been $200.00 per month, times
were harder now) and teachers, Herring and Stowe, $90.00 each per
month, and other teachers each $75.00 per month.

In 1883 Tombstone built a new grammar school, a large two
story building (frame), which was designed by H. B. Stowe, a Civil
War veteran. The three large rooms upstairs were used for the up-
per grades, the down-stairs rooms for the middle grades. The Wol-
cott School was still used for the primary grades until the Eckerman
School was built in 1916, across the street from the grammar school.

The High School was finished in 1922 and it was decided by a
vote of 126-19 to combine the three high school districts, No. 1—
Tombstone, No. 6—Fairbank, No. 68—Buena, and seventeen days
later a location election chose Tombstone as the site with a vote of
213-7. When the high schools became a Union High School, a High
School Board of five members was formed, and only the element
schools remained in District One Board. This was in effect until
1940 when there was a consolidation and a superintendent was chos-
en to be over both schools.

1940-1958 Mr. Walter B. Meyer, first superintendent

1958-1959 Mr. Jack Thomas, assisted by Miss Ruth Schaffer

1959-1960 Miss Ruth Schaffer, Acting superintendent

1960-1970 Mr. James K. Clark

1970- Mr. Tom Tudor, now serving his 4th year as super-
intendent

- The Fremont Street School was torn down in 1947 and the new

school was built on that location and also the new Walter J. Meyer

School was built to house the elementary grades. In 1964 the Fre-

xsn%nt lStreet School was renamed the John L. Wyatt Junior High
chool.
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~ 1959—The Huachuca City School was erected to house the chil-
dren in that part of the Tombstone District One.

1958-1959—Buena School District left the Tombstone District
and set up its own school system.

1961—A second building was added to the Huachuca City
School.

Mrs. John Wyatt (Madeline Giacoma, 1934-1974 on to retire-
ment) has served the greatest number of years in the Tombstone
Schools, over 40 years, as grade teacher, music, dramatics, girls’
physical education, principal of Walter J. Meyer and Huachuca City
Schools, and now principal of Walter J. Meyer and John L. Wyatt
Junior High Schools.

Board members from 1880 to 1890 were Fricas, Fay, and Pom-
roy, John P. Clum and Stanley C. Bagg (first and second editors of
the Tombstone Epitaph), Dr. George C. Willis, W. A. Harwood, Frank
Wolcott. Later board members were Charles Overlock, Ed James,
Tony Giacoma, W. A. Tyler, Ray Krebs, Cheney, Wm. Fowler, R. B.
Vallance, Ernest Escapule, Sr., Cecil Costello, Alvin Cook, Clayton
Smith, Woody Hitt, Houston Davis, Charles Brubaker.

3School Principals of District One changed often from 1836 to
1913.

SUMMARY

1886-1889 Mr. George Metcalf

1889-1890 Mr. John A. Rockfellow (later taught Engineering at
University of Arizona)

1890-1891 Mr. T. E. Dalton
1891-1893 Mr. George Metcalf
1893-1894 Mr. L. H. Kennedy
1894-1896 Mr. S. S. Ray

1896-1901 Mr. Frank Willard, nephew of Frank Wolcott, former
board member

1901-1903 Mr. J. N. Gains, many years on Board of Supervisors,
Cochise County

1903-1904 Mr. H. E. Berner
1904-1905 Miss Christie Ruth Updike

1905-1908 Mr. P. D. L. McLawrin, resigned to head Pacific Mut.
Life Ins. Co. for Arizona

1909-1910 Mr. C. W. Tristor

1910-1912 Miss Niblo

1912-1922 Mr. C. E. Tilford, 1922-1936 First High School Prin-
cipal
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1924-1940 Mrs. Mary B. Price, 15 years; Last Principal to serve
under the Old Board of District One Elementary
Schools only. Mary B. Price resigned to go with the
State Department of Public Instruction for twenty
years, representing Cochise County in State Educa-
tion Department for ten years as Director of Rural
and Elementary Education and ten years as Director
of New School Lunch Program and United States
gU.S.D.A.) Commodity Distribution schools and insti-
utions.

REFERENCES

Acknowledgements: Superintendent Tom Tudor’s file record
of Marie Erdahl’s “Tombstone School System—1879-1964"’ with ref-
ernces from Mrs. Matia Burke’s Master’s Thesis (University of Ari-
zona), “History of Tombstone Schools.”

A note from Mary B. Price:

Principal Mr. C. E. Tilford 1913 to 1936 (his death) contributed
three outstanding services to the Tombstone Schools, namely:

A very strong music department, teaching all band, orchestra,
chorus classes (training in operettas, plays, recitals, community and
state programs) in addition to his administrative work as Principal.

In 1922 he supervised the building of the new high school and
got the union of the three high school districts, Tombstone No. 1,
Fairbank No. 6, and Buena No. 68, into one union high school dis-
trict named “Tombstone Union High School Distriet.” C. E. Tilford
was the first principal, 1922-1936, New Union High School Board.

In 1925 C. E. Tilford accomplished his dream of Tombstone
Union High School becoming accredited by the North Central As-
sociation of Secondary Schools and Colleges.

Also, he encouraged and built a strong athletic program over
the years. “Tilford Field” between the High School and Junior High
School attests to his work.

SOME OF THE TEACHERS IN BISBEE FROM 1881 TO 1908
by Cora Thorp

No history of a school or a community could be considered at
all adequate unless it would attempt, at least in a measure, to ap-
praise some of those who taught in the schools.

The qualifications for teaching and the working conditions of
the county schools in 1890 to 1933 were reviewed by a former Co-
chise County Superintendent of Schools, Ruby Fulghum. Miss Ful-
ghum gained statewide reputation as a fine educator and was recog-
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nized as an able painter Her research on the schools in Cochise
County was filed with the Copper Queen Library in Bisbee. Her
research reveals that the first complete annual report in the County
Superintendent’s office in Cochise County is dated 1890-1891 (ten
years after the formation of Cochise as a separate county.) The
length of school term varied at that time from five to nine and one-
half months; the average length of the term for most schools was
seven and one-half. Toward the back of the old record we find sta-
tistics regarding certification of teachers. A first grade certificate
was awarded to those finishing a high school such as Tombstone and
taking an examination from a group of designated trustees. All dis-
tricts among the early schools used authorized texts which were list-
ed in the volume of School Laws and Regulations for the Govern-
ment of the Public Schools of Arizona Territory published in 1887.
This list of twenty-two books included six readers, one speller, two
geographies, three arithmetics, three language, grammar and rhetor-
ic books, two histories, one natural philosophy and four health, hy-
giene and physiology texts. There were copy books for the seven
grades and six Primary Model Copy Books. Schools were of two
classes; the primary school consisting of all below the third reader
and the grammar school above this. Before leaving primary school
a pupil must know the four fundamental rules of arithmetic and be
able to multiply by three or four figures in the multiplier and divide
by three figures in the divisor, avoiding the use of decimals.

An outline of the teachers in Bisbee are as follows: From 1881
to 1904

1881 (For one month) Miss Clara Stillman taught in a miner’s
shack in Tombstone Canyon with five pupils.

1881-1882 Miss Stillman moved to a one room building in Brew-
ery Gulch with twelve pupils.

1883 Miss Stillman taught in a one room adobe building where
the present Central School now stands.

1883-1884 Miss Daisy Robinson, one room adobe (cited above).
1884-1885 Miss Daisy Robinson, same place as above.

1885-1886 Will McComas, same place for seven months; Lizzie
Ewalt for two months.

1887-1888 P. D. Schultz, same place.
1888-1889 Horatio Mclntyre, same place.

1889-1890 Professor Brown, Minnie Hill, assistant with one
room added.

1891-1892 W. S. Varnum, Miss Hill, assistant.

1893-1894 W. S. Varnum, Edith Stowe, Ella Fike; four room
adobe built on old site in 1892.

1894-1895 George A. Metcalf, one-half year, S. R. Ray, one-half
year, Margaret Hill, Gertrude McCormack, and Edith
Stowe.
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1895-1896 George A. Metcalf, Margaret Hill, Gertrude McCor-
mack, and Edith Stowe.

1896-1897 J. W. Stewart, Margaret Hill, Harriet Warning, and
Edith Stowe with 225 pupils.

1897-1898 J. W. Stewart, Margaret Hill, Harriet Warning, Edith
Stowe, and Ella Fike; a fifth room was added to rear of
building.

1898-1899 S. P. McCrae, Margaret Hill, Harriet Warning, Edith
Stowe, and Flora Cohn; upper story of five rooms added.

1899-1900 S. P. McCrae, Mrs. A. M. Dyer, Margaret Hill, Edith
Stowe, Louise Howe, Marilla Merriman, Minnie Davis, and
Harriet Warning.

1900-1901 Claude Smallwood, Mrs. Dyer, Minnie Davis, Minnie
Minus, Edith Stowe, Harriet Warning, Bella Cassin, Mar-
garet Hill, and Carrie Pfaffenberger.

1901-1902 Claude Smallwood, Mrs. Dyer, Minnie Davis, Minnie
Minus, Edith Stowe, Inez Coffey, Irene McClennan, Mary
Moore and Harriet Warning.

1902-1903 Claude Smallwood, Mrs. Dyer, Minnie Davis, Minnie
Minus, Edith Stowe, Inez Coffey, Irene McClennan, Mary
Moore and Harriet Warning.

1903-1904 Mr. Smallwood, Martha Hosmer, Minnie Evans,
Dovie Patterson, Gertrude Bolton, Anne M. Perley, R.
Rachael Cox, Florence Messner, Vernonica J. White, Mamie
Kelsey, Inez Coffey, Marion S. Thomas, Mabhel Hammers-
ley, Ruby Hatley, Edith Stowe.

From 1904 to 1908 (Teachers’ Registeré and Files, Bisbee Public
Schools)

1904-1905 Mr. Charles F. Philbrook became the first superin-
tendent of Bisbee Schools, Central School Building; teach-
ers were Anna Hellmann, Hattie Thomas, Mamie Kelsey,
E. D. Tinker, Mabel Goldsworthy, Vernoica White, Miss
Hosmer, Dovie Patterson, Inez Coffey, Kathryn Reilley,
Edith Stewart, Ruby Hatley.

1905-1906 Mr. Philbrook, Kathryn L. Reilley, Anna Wilmer,
Hattie Halam, Annie Stagner, Louise Bailey, Vessa Wright,
Catherine Finnegan, Carrie L. Barber, Edith Edwards,
Creola Black, Anna Phillips, Nano P. Smith, Sadie Glasgow,
Dovie Patterson, Margaret Jones, Adele Kindred, Adele B.
{..Iewis, Ethel Harmon, Edith Stewart, Fannie Harley, Pearl

armon.

1906-1907 Gussie Griggs, Miss Hosmer, Louise Bailey, Jerrie E.
Perkins, Edith Stewart, Helen B. Mills, Wilhelmena Fritz,
Florence Messner, Catherine Finnegan,, Margaret Jones,
Adelaide Kindred, Stella F. Miegel, M. T. Fisher, Adelaide
B. Lewis, Estella R. Harmon, Edith B. Edwards, Elizabeth
M. Smith, Ethel R. Harmon, Laura Schlatterer, Roxie E.
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Perkins, Vessa E. Wright, Helen Mills, Carrie L. Barber,
Julia B. Lewis, Edith E. Blakemore, Hester Wallace, Alma
L. Cowan, Edna A. Walker, Nano P. Smith, Hattie Malam,
Dovie Patterson, with Mr. Philbrook as Superintendent.

1907-1908 Mr. Philbrook, Superintendent, Kathryn L. Reilley,
High School Principal,, Hester Wallace, Alice Campbell,
Mary Studley Stewart, Edith B. Edwards, Jessie E. Perkins,
Stella F. Miegel, Adelaide B. Lewis, Edna B. Newman, Car-
rie L. Barber, Laura Schlatterer, Alma Cowan, Georgine
B. Minder, Florence Messner, Gertrude Milligan, Catherine
Finnegan, Anna M. Quick, Oma V. Wescott, Mabel Langdon,
Ella Wagner, Leta M. Scott, Creola M. Black, Cora E. Hef-
fernan, Gertrude Secrest, Ethyle Jones, Olga H. Ekern,
Helen M. Trmple, Mrs. E. H. McEachren, Lucy Kenney,
Vessa E. Wright, Ethel M. Harmon, Louise Bailey, Eliza-
beth Smith, Carrie L. Barber, Elizabeth M. Kentner, H. A.
Lusk, Dovie Patterson Thomas, Marie Trambley.

During the twenty-seven years accounted for in this summary
of teachers in Bishee from 1881 to 1908, fifteen were men and one
hundred twenty-five were women.

The account of the teaching record of Miss Clara Stillman has
been recorded many times. However, it bears repeating. “The orig-
inal Pima County in Arizona was a very large county lying south of
the Gila River, and the present site of Cochise County in which Bis-
bee is located was a part of that original Pima County. Against
the opposition of Pima County, Cochise County was created by the
Territorial Legislature in 1881. The Southern Dragoon Mountains,
now called the Mule Mountains, were situated in that area called
Cochise County. They were called the Mule Mountains because of
two prominent peaks which look like the ears of a mule when view-
ed from the upper end of Sulphur Springs Valley. Through these
mountains lies the Mule Pass, long the undisputed territory of the
Apache Indians. Into this pass in 1877 came Lieutenant Rucker
with a company of scouts. In looking for good drinking water where
they might camp, they located a spring flowing out from a high rock,
now called Castle Rock in Bisbee, Arizona.

The first traces of mineral were found by this party of Lt. Ruck-
er's, and because of their find, George Warren came into this canyon
the same year, and located ore in the south side of the canyon, be-
low which the town of Bisbee was born. The canyon and surround-
ing hills were covered with a heavy growth of timber; the scene was
wild and rough and Indians felt as if they owned the place. The
early history of the camp tells of the hardships and privations en-
dured by the early advenfurers who came to the area in search of
easy wealth. Provisions, supplies and materials were hard to get,
and the trails were treacherous because of the rugged unpopulated
terrain as well as the Indians. It was necessary to haul supplies long
distances with mule teams over rough mountain roads. The four-
horse stage carried mail and passengers over the same routes. Into
this primitive wilderness in 1880 came the first men with their fam-
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ilies, intent on establishing their homes. What is now Main Street
in Bisbhee, with its frame buildings, saloons, stores, and restaurants,
a few houses constituted the whole town. These buildings were built
on either side of a deep canyon with a road running through the
middle. A few scattered houses lined the stage-road which came
down into the Canyon from the present site of Hereford. Where
men with their families gather, one of the first thoughts is of schools
and education. A place in which to teach a small group, with some-
one o teach them was hard to manage; but to the sturdy stock of
people who endured the hardships of a mining camp at that time,
nothing seemed impossible! In 1881, a committee was appointed
to make application for a school district, and Bisbee became County
School District No. 2, second to Tombstone’'s No. 1. From among
the most interested of citizens the first school trustees were selected.
H. C. Stillman, the first Postmaster of Bisbhee, became chairman
along with Lewis Williams and J. F. Duncan as members. The next
step was to find a teacher who would be willing to come to this far-
away, isolated mining camp to teach a small group of children. A
sister of Mr. Stillman’s had graduated from a Connecticut Academy
in the spring of that year, and he suggested that she might come
and take the Bisbee School. She had been teaching in Connecticut
when she accepted the position offered her to teach in Bisbee. Miss
Clara Stillman, the first teacher in Bisbee, was born in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, and educated in the normal department of the Bridge-
port High School and Terry Kindergarten Institute and the Henneck-
er Academy in New Jersey. After a journey of ten days constant
travel from New York to Benson, Arizona, from there by stage by
way of Contention to Tombstone, where a stop was made over-night,
then by the way of Charleston and Hereford to Bisbee. She arrived
in Bisbee about two o’clock in the early morning! This was Septem-
ber 28, 1881, and she began teaching five days later on October 3,
1881. In November, 1881, she rode to Tombstone on horseback to
take her examination to qualify for a teaching license in the Terri-
tory of Arizona, and was told that there was little use of her having
made the trip as she evidently knew more than the members of the
examining commiftee. Money for the first three months was raised
by private subscription. Patterned after the California type law,
public school money was available for any territorial school after the
first three months, and Bisbee drew its share when the proper time
came, The first school house was a little unused miner’s shack
which stood in an isolated spot in the canyon just a short distance
above Castle Rock, a name given to the spot by Miss Stillman. This
shack was without doors, windows, or floors. The equipment of the
first little school was crude. Boards supported at the ends by pack-
ing cases formed the desks; planks across nail kegs were used for
seats, two each of these which made seating for four; the teacher’s
desk was a flour barrel turned upside down; but the teacher’s chair
was a real luxury! Books of any kind were used. The only real
school book in camp was the old Webster’s primer, and was used dur-
ing that first month. No pens or inks were used because of the con-
dition of the desks. Lead pencils and brown paper were used for
writing. Five pupils gathered for that first school among whom we
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find the names of Willie, Jimmy and Jack Munch whose niece, Miss
Mary Bendixen, teaches in the Bisbee Schools at the present time.
The Munch family, the mother and children, was the first family to
arrive in Bisbee to join the father in July, 1880 when Mrs. Bendixen
was only six months old! (Bendixen: 1972) This little shack was only
used for about four weeks, when a safer place was found for a school
on Brewery Gulch in the Miner’s Union Hall. In 1881, as a precau-
tionary measure against Indian raids, the first instruction the pupils
received was the Indian drill. When the signal came from the fowns-
people that Indians were sighted, the children were to gather in
groups of four with hands clasped, ready to march, but were not to
leave the building until a second signal was given. If a second signal
came, the children were taught to run, along with everyone else in
camp, to take shelter in a tunnel back into the mountain through
the Glory Hole. According to Miss Stillman, holding hands was
simply a device to keep the children from scattering. No Indians
ever came, buf several times Miss Stillman took the children into
the tunnel along with all the other women and children of the town.
During the fortieth anniversary of Bisbee in 1919, Dr. Stillman re-
turned to help celebrate and told of her experiences as a teacher in
the first little school house. She recalled with a great deal of humor
the day that the mine whistle blew and they dropped everything and
ran as far as they could down the canyon to the Glory Hole tunnel
and joined the women there who had rushed out of their homes to
reach safety. One woman held her apron so that it looked as though
it were heavy with treasures, and she announced to all that “at least
she had saved her silver”! Then letting her apron fall, out rolled her
weekly mending of the family stockings! Sharing laughter over this
amusing incident broke the tension of this frightening experience.

What kind of a person was Miss Stillman? She must have been
a very brave young woman to come out into an untamed mining
camp to teach the first school far from home and friends. However,
another member of her family was an adventurer, too, for her broth-
er,, H. C. Stillman was already in Bisbee. She must have been a
well-educated woman for her day as indicated by the fact that the
licensing board in Tombstone in November, 1881 remarked that she
made the trip from Bisbee to Tombstone needlessly because it was
evident to them that she was much better informed than those se-
lected to examine her. She must have had perseverance because
she taught here for two years. During that time, she managed to ac-
quire a meager supply of books and encouraged store keepers to
stock slates and pencils. She was thrifty, no doubt, as it is recorded
that she counseled the children to break the pencils into several
pieces in order to make them go around and to last longer. She was
very resourceful for she made a blackboard of two broad-surfaced
boards nailed together and painted black, and for chalk she used
tale from the mine. She was not easily discouraged, for each Friday
afternoon, the homemade chalk board would have to be repainted
because even water would not remove all marks of the talc! She en-
couraged the children to enjoy music and freely shared her school
room with the community for their activities. She must have been
a religious person for she organized the Protestant Sunday School
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and served as its superintendent for two years. Miss Stillman re-
signed in June, 1883, and continued her education in California
where she became a practicing osteopathic physician and surgeon in
Palm Springs, California.”

In 1883, the Copper Queen Mining Company built and gave to
the community a one room adobe school building, located on the
resent site of Central School and it was in this building that Miss
aisy Robinson came to teach in the fall of 1883. She was a grad-
uate of Houghton Seminary, Clinton, New York. Toward the end
of 1884 enrollment had increased to the point that Miss Robinson’s
sister assisted her with four classes. Miss Robinson’s step-father
~came to Bisbee before Miss Daisy arrived.

Miss Lizzie Ewalt finished out the term started by William
McComas in 1886.

The next teacher in line to be remembered is Miss Minnie Hill.
She was a graduate of Tombstone High School and came to teach in
the Bisbee Schools in 1889. She taught two terms in Bisbee from
1889 to 1891.

Most of the individuals interviewed in Bisbee remembered with
affection Miss Edith Stowe who came to teach in Bisbee in 1893.
Each of them remarked, “Miss Stowe was my first teacher.” Miss
Edith Stowe is described as being a small woman, short in stature
with a very gentle way and pleasing personality. Miss Stowe taught
in the Bisbee Schools from 1893 to 1905, a period of twelve years
for seventy-five dollars a month, and did not receive a raise until the
year she resigned to accept a position on the historic San Bernardino
Ranch operated by John H. Slaughter located near Douglas, Arizona.
In 1906, Miss Stowe accompanied the Slaughters to Phoenix, Ari-
zona to attend Slaughter’s first term as legislative representative
from Cochise County. She was appointed the fifth committee clerk
for Arizona’s twenty-fourth territorial legislature. Miss Stowe was
bridesmaid in the wedding of Addie Slaughter to William Arnold
Greene on September 9, 1903 at the Episcopal Church in Douglas,
Arizona. Mr. Slaughter managed to get the Slaughter School Dis-
trict established at his ranch on October 8, 1902, and Miss Stowe
became the first teacher. She was educated at Tombstone along
with Miss Minnie and Maggie Hill, and attended the first teacher’s
institute held there. Miss Stowe lived at the Slaughter Ranch most
of the time after her mother died. For a time, she was the ranch’s
bookkeeper and helped to run the commissary. Her speciality in
teaching was grammar. When John Slaughter died he left Miss
Stowe six thousand dollars in his will. Miss Stowe and her mother
are both buried in the Old Masonic Plot in Evergreen Cemetery in
Bisbee. The following information was taken from her headstone:

EDITH M. STOWE
Age: 66 years
Born May 27, 1872
Died November 4, 1938
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