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From the Cochise County Historical Society
President & Board of Directors

We would like to thank you all for being continuous
members of the Cochise County Historical Society, with
members like you we are able to keep history alive.

Many thanks go out to Marsha Bonham and her staff in
putting this journal together. | also hope that all of our
members like the new journal format provided by Goose
Flats Graphics & Publishing of Tombstone.

Coming up in November is our Annual Meeting, | hope all
our members decide to attend this event, the location and the
time of this meeting will be inserted in this journal.

Again, Thank You for your continuing support.

W.F. "Bill" Pakinkis,

President Cochise County Historical Society
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The Men and Women
who have served as
Cochise County Treasurer
1881-2012

By: Marsha Bonham, Treasurer;
Mariann Fletcher, Chief Deputy Treasurer;
Pam Munsey, Administrative Assistant and

Kevin Pyles, Archives Technician

Arizona Centennial
Legacy Project
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Introduction

This project was undertaken to identify all individuals who
have served as Cochise County Treasurer in order to
acknowledge their years of service to the county and
document and preserve their personal histories. These
individuals collected the taxes, were custodians of all
county funds and kept official records now located in the
Cochise County Archives.

Without the records saved at the Arizona State Archives,
Arizona Historical Society and Tombstone Courthouse State
Park, this project would not have been possible. All of the
staff members at all three organizations went out of their
way to assist us. We are forever grateful to them.

Searching public records and newspapers, we were able to
piece together a brief sketch of all their lives. Without
journals, interviews or letters, the personal touch is lost but
we now have a faint watercolor image of all Cochise County
Treasurers.

Each piece of information would lead us to another piece of
the puzzle that shaped their life story. So many people
helped us locate the pieces. We would like to thank:

Arizona Special Collection University of Arizona
Arizona State Library and Law Library

ASU Special Collection

Bisbee City Library

Bisbee Mining Museum

Bisbee Review

Cochise County Library

Douglas City Library

Grand Lodge of Arizona Free and Accepted Masons
Historical Society of Altadena, California

Susan at Storey County, Nevada Treasurer’s Office
Wells Fargo Museum, Phoenix
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Art Austin

Ben Traywick

Christine Rhodes, Cochise County Recorder
Denise Lundin, Cochise County Clerk of the Court
Helen Purcell, Maricopa County Recorder
Hollis Cook

Jan Thomas, LDS Research Center

Jean Krzysiak

Kathy Klump

Kimberly Bonham

Laura Dean-Lytle, Pinal County Recorder
Matt and Snoody Borowiec

Monica Dunbar Smith

Nancy Sosa

Naomi Gonzales

Phillip Alexander

Rebecca Orozco

Stan Benjamin

Tom Alexander

Custodian of Records
Marsha Bonham, Cochise County Treasurer
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Photo courtesy Monica Dunbar Smith

John Orlando Dunbar

Cochise County Treasurer 1881-1882

Governor John Fremont appointed John Orlando Dunbar as
the first Cochise County Treasurer when the Territorial Leg-
islature created Cochise County from Pima County in 1881.
J.0. Dunbar was born May 19, 1853, in Bangor, Maine, the
son of Michael Dunbar and Honora “Nora” Evans. His fa-
ther was born in Scotland and mother in Ireland. In 1876,
traveling by train to Colorado as far as the railroad operated,
then by wagon to Arizona, John joined his brother Thomas
on his cattle ranch along the San Pedro River at Tres Ala-
mos where they ran the local boarding house. There was
also a military telegraph station with a repairman to look
after the line. Thomas was appointed postmaster and stage
stop operator leading the area to be known as Dunbar Sta-

4



Vol. 40 No.2, Fall/Winter 2010

tion. The location was also
called Cienega Station. The
Arizona Daily Star of Feb-
ruary 5, 1880, reported,
“J.0. Dunbar has the best
location between Tucson
and Tombstone and anyone

who has ever taken dinner at Dunbar’s will bear witness that
the accommodations are not surpassed anywhere in these
parts.”

The brothers opened a livery stable usually referred to as
Dunbar Brothers on Fifth Street near Fremont in Tomb-
stone. John Dunbar and Sheriff Behan were friends and
business partners; Dexter Stables being one venture. On
March 11, 1881, the Tombstone Epitaph reported: “Sheriff
Behan’s headquarters are at the office of Dunbar Brothers.”

John Dunbar was engaged in the work of printing, writing
and publishing since he was sixteen years old. In the fall of
1879, he helped print Tombstone’s first newspaper, the

Nugget, on a very primi-
tive hand press. He was
an extremely outspoken
pioneer journalist work-
ing for the Tombstone
Nugget, the Epitaph and
in 1882, published the
Tombstone  Republican.
He traveled to Dos Ca-
bezas and started a news-
paper named the Gold
Note. Other publications
he worked for included
Arizona Democrat, Ben-
son Herald, Arizona Reg-
ister at Globe, Arizona

John Dunbar and son Mark
Photo courtesy Monica Dunbar Smith
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Gazette and finally his
own paper the Dunbar’s
Weekly in Phoenix. Hav-
ing a vividness of lan-
guage and strength of his
convictions gave J.O. the
reputation of the firebrand
of Arizona journalism in-
volving him in numerous
libel suits.

Tombstone Nugget March 1, 1882

the Arizona Territorial House

Thomas, as a member of
of Representatives, intro-

duced the bill to establish Cochise County. John and Tho-
mas were among the citizens that lobbied in favor of the
county and Thomas was later called “The Father of Cochise

County.”

J.O. arrived in Phoenix in 1887, as one of the passengers on
the first train run over the Maricopa and Phoenix railroad
when that line was completed. In 1890, he helped organize

Tombstone Nugget January 1, 1882

the First Territorial Press
Club of Arizona. “Uncle
John” as he often was
called was assistant secre-
tary of the constitutional
convention of 1891 and
was elected constable of
Benson precinct #4 in
1902.

John and his wife Emma
had a son Markis L. Dun-
bar. He also had a step-son
William M. Dunbar. Treas-
urer Dunbar died of a heart
attack February 1, 1923,
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Tombstone Nugget March 1, 1882

and is buried at St. Francis Cemetery in Phoenix. Some
comments from his obituary are:

“While Mr. Dunbar was erratic, he was a big hearted fel-
low and had a host of friends throughout the state.” ““While
in Tombstone, Mr. Dunbar was a witness of some of the
most stirring events of the early history of Arizona, among
them the sanguinary Earp and Clanton cattle feud.”

Mr. Dunbar was a Democrat.

The Washington press
(machine), Arizona’s first, used
to publish the Tubac Arizonian

in 1859 and in 1879 used for
Tombstone’s first paper - The
Nugget.

Arizona Historical Society photo #2613
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Arizona State Archives photo # 97-8580

Benjamin Goodrich
Cochise County Treasurer 1883 — 1884

Benjamin Goodrich was born on a farm near Anderson,
Grimes County, Texas, November 23, 1839, one of nine chil-
dren of Serena Caruthers and Dr. Benjamin Briggs Goodrich,
a member of the congress of the Republic of Texas. Ben
Goodrich and younger brother Briggs studied law at Austin
College, Huntsville, Texas. John Calvin Goodrich, uncle to
Ben, was killed at the Alamo.

In 1861, Mr. Goodrich enlisted in the Confederate Army as a
private in Company G, Fourth Texas Regiment. Later ad-
vancing to Lieutenant, Ben was taken prisoner for 11 days
then released and continued to fight until the end of the Civil
War. After returning home in June 1865, he was admitted to
the Texas Bar.
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Brothers Ben and | sxx aeonrics. 381008 G0ODRICH|
Briggs arrived in GOODRICH & GOODRICH,
Tombstone in 1880 Attorneys st Law.

_ | Over Oourt Room, Ezchenge BEuilding, opposits
and_r_ose to be _aU Postofice, Tomblt-'nna,Arlmni. Jyis
thorities on mining

law. In 1887, Briggs Tombstone Nugget March 1, 1882
was appointed Attorney General of the Territory. Ben
Goodrich prosecuted Wyatt Earp, defended the Clantons,
handled most of Colonel William C. Greene’s legal work
and served on the Code Commission in 1887-1888 for revi-
sion of Arizona Law. His biography by the Arizona Gazette
March 9, 1887, in Pen Picture of the Code Commissioners,
reads in part: “He is 45 years of age, of more than medium
stature and build, hair slightly gray, piercing light eyes,
rather pale complexion and somewhat worn features, the
result of hard study; slightly restless and nervous yet of a
stirring disposition; a perfect slave to his profession, never
easy unless diving into law books. An honest man and
above all an honest lawyer. As a jurist he has but few equals
and no superiors on the western slope.”

25th Territorial Legislature Council

Standing L-R: F.S. Breen, Coconino; S.E. Day, Apache; W.M. Morgan, Navajo;
John R. Hampton, Graham; J.B. Finley, Pima and Santa Cruz; W.P. Hunt, Gila
(President); Bo J. Whtiesides (Sergeant at Arms). Seated: Eugene Brady O’Neil,
Maricopa; M.G. Burns, Yavapai; Kean St. Charles, Mohave; Geo W. Norton,
Yuma; Ben Goodrich, Cochise; T.F. Weedin, Pinal

Arizona State Archives photo # 01-9336
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On May 17, 1865, Ben married
Mary F. Terrell in Texas. Three
daughters were born to them -
Mary Goodrich Read (Mrs.
W.C. Read), Sarah Goodrich
Street (Mrs. John Anderson
Street) and Cora Goodrich
Clarke (Mrs. Robert D.
Clarke). In 1904, Mr. Goodrich
and his family traveled to St.
Louis to attend the famous
World’s Fair.

Ben was elected Cochise
County Treasurer and served
1883 and 1884. In addition he
served as Cochise County Dis-
trict Attorney for part of 1887
and was a member of the

Cora Goodrich
Photo courtesy Jean Krzysial

Twenty-Fifth Territorial Legislature Council 1909-1910. He
introduced the first bill to the Legislature regarding
women's suffrage although it did not pass. “Uncle Ben”, as
he was affectionately known by all who knew him, was
highly esteemed, leading many to believe he would have

Ben Goodrich
Photo courtesy Jean Krzysial

been elected the first Governor
of Arizona had he not moved to
California in 1911. Evidence of
his popularity is the fact that the
Territorial Legislature passed a
memorial approved by Governor
Conrad Meyer Zulick asking
President Cleveland to appoint
Ben Goodrich as Chief Justice
of Arizona in February 1887. He
was not appointed.

Treasurer Goodrich died Febru-
ary 22, 1923, in Los Angeles.

Mr. Goodrich was a Democrat.
He was a member of the Ma-
sonic lodge.
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Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

Andrew Jackson Ritter
Cochise County Treasurer 1885 -1888

Andrew Jackson "Andy" Ritter was born in Pennsylvania
about 1849. He and Emile Carey had a son named Carson
Carey Ritter born in Indiana on July 16, 1871. On the 1880
census, Carson was living with his grandmother Margarett
Ritter in Indiana. Mr. Ritter served in the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War from July 24, 1861, to January 13, 1866.
A.J. entered as a private and advanced to corporal with the
Indiana Heavy Artillery Company A. He moved to Tomb-
stone and established an undertaking business with partner
W.H. Ream. Mr. Ritter was on duty at Ritter and Ream City
Undertakers on October 26, 1881, to prepare the bodies of
Billy Clanton, Tom and Frank McLaury after the famous
gunfight at the O.K. Corral.

11
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In addition to serving as a
mortician, Andy was an archi-
tect—carpenter-contractor and
in 1882, he was selected to
oversee the construction of the
first Cochise County Court-
house in Tombstone, built at a
cost of nearly $50,000. The
fine two-story red brick Victo-
rian structure designed by
Frank Walker was laid out in
the shape of a cross and
housed the offices of Sheriff,
Recorder, Treasurer and
Board of Supervisors. The jail
was at the rear under the court-

Andrew Ritter
Civil War -Indiana photo

room. Ritter also was selected to oversee the construction of

the Tombstone City Hall.

He took office as the elected County Treasurer in 1885, but

Andrew Ritter and son Carson Ritter
Arizona State Archives #01-4059

12

was suspended January 5,
1888, by the Cochise
County Board of Supervi-
sors when $6,599.47 of
county funds were ques-
tioned. Ritter claimed the
amount was due him as
percentage on collection
of taxes. In 1881, Treasur-
ers were paid one-half
percent of the money re-
ceived by them as full
compensation for the per-
formance of all duties.
That changed in 1885 to
$3,500 per year. He was
indicted in 1889, charged
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Tombstone Epitaph October 7, 1881 Tombstone Nugget March 1, 1882

with embezzlement, but the grand jury ordered that all
charges “be quashed and defendant discharged.” His attor-
neys were Col. William Herrings and Ben Goodrich.

A.J. Ritter sold his business in 1889 and moved to Mam-
moth, Arizona, to pursue mining ventures. He also invented
a fruit canning machine in 1895. Treasurer Ritter died in
Mammoth, Pinal County, April 29, 1899, and is buried in
Tucson in the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) section
of Evergreen Cemetery. G.A.R. was a fraternal organization
formed in 1866 with membership limited to honorably dis-
charged Union veterans of the American Civil War. An
obituary in the Tombstone Prospector April 29, 1899, states,
“Mr. Ritter was a whole souled citizen and his good heart-
edness was a failing that cost him dearly during life’s ex-
perience.”

Mr. Ritter was active
in many community
affairs. He was on the
cemetery committee,
a member of the fire
company and was
president of the
Cochise County Fair.

13
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Photo courtesy Santa Cruz Island Foundation

John Van Vickers

Cochise County Treasurer 1888 and 1895-1896

Early Tombstone pioneer John Van Vickers arrived on the
western frontier in the 1880’s and became a prominent busi-
nessman of the county, both in mining and ranching. He
was involved in the Erie Cattle Company and was one of the
creators of the Chiricahua Cattle Company (CCC). The
CCC stretched over 1,658,880 acres and was one of the
largest cattle empires in the West.

John was born in Pennsylvania March 2, 1850, the son of
wealthy Quaker parents Paxson Vickers and Anna Thomas
Lewis. He attended Wyers Military Academy of West-
chester and State Normal School. Paxson Vickers died when
John was 15, leaving him to manage the family farm and

14
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S R, v vieasso, | POLtErY business in Chester
VICKERS & cLapp, |County, Pennsylvania. In
1873, he and his brother Sum-
LT R ner started a tea house in New
Insurance Agency, York known as Paxson Vick-
ers’ Sons. He remained in

AL ERERONT STREET. New York till 1880. In 1872,
. |he married his wife Anna
30 Companies Represented|Childs. They had five daugh-

—CoOMBINED  ASSETS— ters — Florence Vickers born
$150, 000, 000 November 27, 1873, in Penn-

tb24f) sylyvania; Dora Vickers born

Tombstone Epitaph August 12, August 11, 1876, in lllinois;

Lillian Vickers born March
1879, in New Jersey; Anna Vickers born May 1882, in Illi-
nois; and Clara Vickers born June 12, 1886, in Arizona.
Lillian died tragically in December 1901 when her clothing
caught fire accidentally in her dormitory at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege in Philadelphia.

On January 5, 1888, John Van Vickers, then employed as
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, was appointed the fourth
Cochise County Treasurer when the Board removed A.J.
Ritter from office. Mr. Vickers was later elected to the of-
fice and served 1895-1896. He also served as Cochise
County delegate to the Territorial legislature council in
1891.

3. V. VICKERS, -
EAL ESTATE AGENT, AUCTIONEER,
- Convéyancer and Mining bperator,
FREMONT STREET, NEAR FIFTH,

Tombstone Epitaph August 12, 1880
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Treasurer Vickers re-
signed to take effect Sep-
tember 30, 1896, after his
salary was reduced from
$3000 to $1400 per year.
The Supreme Court ruled
the salary was immedi-
ately changed and not
with the next term of of-
fice as J.V. believed. The
Board accepted his resig-
nation to take effect on

the appointment of Vick- Prospector January 2, 1894
ers successor. An appointment was not made and Treasurer
Vickers remained in office till the end of his term December

31, 1896.

In 1898, J. V. Vickers departed Cochise County and had
great business success in California. In 1902, Vickers along
with Walter Vail purchased Vickers Island, California, now
Santa Rosa Island, the second largest of the Channel Islands
about 26 miles off the coast of Santa Barbara. In 1980 Santa
Rosa Island was included within Channel Islands National

Prospector August 19, 1896

16

Park and Vail & Vickers, a
private company catego-
rized under livestock pro-
ducers, agreed to remove all
cattle, deer and elk from the
island by 2011. Treasurer
Vickers died in Los Ange-
les December 28, 1912, af-
ter suffering a heart attack
while playing dominos with
his family.

Mr. Vickers was a Republi-
can.
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Cochise County Treasurer’s office photo

James Pinkerton McAllister
Cochise County Treasurer 1889-1892

James Pinkerton McAllister was born in Londonderry
County, Ireland on August 25, 1842, the son of John
McAllister and Elizabeth Pinkerton. His father died when
Mr. McAllister was an infant and he lost his mother when
he was only 10 years old. James attended the National
School of Ireland until age 15, then sailed to America in
February 1857.

His work experience included working on a farm in New
York for a year, on a riverboat in Pittsburgh and joining the
Pittsburgh Fire Department as a driver. He then headed to

17
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TOMBSTONE
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Tombstone Epitaph October 20, 1885

City, Storey County, Nevada,

San Francisco in 1860, where
he was lured not by the gold
of California, but by the curi-
osity to gaze upon the giant
redwood “Big Trees.” After
mining for several years in
California, James began a
journey by foot of two hun-
dred miles over snow-clad
mountains to Nevada. He
swam across the ice-cold
Stanislaus River, wore snow-
shoes, slept in a buffalo robe
and finally arrived at Virginia
where he apprenticed himself

to the Fulton Foundry. For nineteen years he worked with
Fulton, advancing to general manager. During his time in
Nevada, he was naturalized; married his wife, Elizabeth on
June 4, 1873; and fathered three children — Lillian Jane

McAllister, Franklin Allis-

ter McAllister and Anna
Elizabeth McAllister. In
June 1892, Miss Lillian
McAllister graduated from
Tempe Normal School now
Arizona State University.

to Tombstone in 1882, pur-
chased a plant and began |\

the operation of the Tomb- | §

stone Foundry and Ma-
chine Shop. He served on
the Tombstone School
Board, was elected to the
Cochise County Board of

Supervisors 1885-1886 and James McAlTister
Treasurer’s office photo

18
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was elected to serve as
Treasurer 1889-1892. In
1891, he had a fruit farm
in Phoenix.

While serving as a Super-
visor, October 6, 1885, the
Board offered “a reward of
$500 for the apprehension
(dead or alive) of
Geronimo and $250 for the
apprehension (dead or
alive) of any one of
Geronimo’s band of rene-
gade Indians who have
been engaged with him in
his murderous raids
through the county.”

In 1892, McAllister ran for GeronimO, Apache Warrior
and was elected County Arizona State Archives 97-1379

Supervisor. Two members

of the Board of Supervisors objected to his election, saying
he wasn’t eligible because he held County office as Treas-
urer at the time of election. After a prolonged court battle,
the judge upheld McAllister’s election and the Board moved
to appeal his decision. On July 12, 1893, McAllister pre-
sented his resignation as a member of the Board and subse-
quently moved to Los Angeles, effectively settling the dis-
pute.

McAllister again became a successful businessman owning
McAllister Iron Works of Los Angeles. Treasurer
McAllister died May 1914, following an operation for ap-
pendicitis.

Mr. McAllister was a Republican. He was a member of the
Masonic lodge and Shrine.
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County Warrants

County funds are dis-
bursed on warrants
drawn against a
budget as opposed to
checks drawn against
cash. If sufficient
funds are not avail-
able in any fund of
county, school or spe-
cial district per Ari-
zona law, they may be
registered and paid
when funds become
available. Each war-
rant becomes a loan
to the bearer and
draws interest. In the
1980’s, the law al-
lowed

NOT.C=.

' I will redeem all  outstand
é{ug‘ Cochise county general
!fund warrants registered Dbe.
Etwcen Feb. 1st and Feb, 14th
;iu(-lnsi\'e. 1890, if presented
at my office within ten days
if'mm date. Interest ceases
fron. this date.
J. P McALLsTER,
County .’I.‘rc.-i.e:urm-;
- Dated Tom! stone, July 1
1390, '

Published Tombstone Prospector

=

NOT PAID FOR WANT OF FUNDS.
THIS WARRANT DSATS INTEREST

AT 6% PER AMNUM FROU

1921

AUG 9

cak

COUNTY TREASURER

October 30,1890

Treasurers to establish
lines of credit with banks;
however the registered
warrant law still exists and
can be utilized if neces-
sary.

Registered warrant endorsement

20
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el
McAllister - Vlckers??\;g}QQ
Wed

Miss Florence Childs Vickers, daughter of Cochise
County Treasurer J.V. Vickers became the bride of Frank
Allister McAllister, son of Cochise County Treasurer James
P. McAllister in Los Angeles June 29, 1905.

Photos courtesy Allison Eggers

%
D
4O
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Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse Museum

Martin Demaret Scribner
Cochise County Treasurer 1893-1894 and1901-1904

Martin Demaret Scribner was born in Washington, Louisi-
ana, June 15, 1855, the son of Samuel A. Scribner and
Ursule A. Demaret. At the age of 17, he migrated to San
Francisco and bought out a local express company operating
between San Jose and San Francisco. It could not operate
profitably in competition with the nationwide service of
Wells Fargo, so in 1877, he gave up his private interest and
accepted a job with Wells Fargo working as a messenger on
the Oregon Short Line. He worked on several California
lines as messenger and guard until 1883 when he moved to
Santa Fe, N.M., seeking a fixed station after years of travel-
ing in swaying express cars always on the alert for and in
danger of robbers.

On May 19, 1885, Scribner was named Wells Fargo agent
for Tombstone. In 1888, he took a break, then returned from

22
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1890 to 1908 making him one of the longest serving Wells
Fargo Agents in Arizona. Agents in small towns were com-
pensated on a percentage basis, customarily 10% of tariffs
they collected which rarely was enough to support a man or
family so agents usually had several jobs.

Martin bought mining properties and many pieces of real
estate including the Aztec House at the corner of Third and
Fremont, offering furnished rooms and private boarding. In
1887, he established a shuttle stage providing mail, express
and passenger service between Tombstone and the rail con-
nection at Fairbank. He owned an interest in the Southwest
Ice Company manufacturing sufficient ice to supply several
surrounding towns and became a stockholder in the Conten-
tion Mining Company. In 1894, M.D. Scribner was ap-
pointed correspondent of the Pacific Mining Agency and
Trust Company of San Francisco, a corporation formed for
the purpose of selling mining properties. He was also presi-
dent of The First National Bank of Tombstone as well as
one of the directors.

Martin married his first wife Electa Ensign Benton in 1902
at the Episcopal Church in Tombstone. They recorded a

23
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separation March 20, 1906, with
Martin paying her $1700 and she
waived all claims for alimony.
Later they divorced.

Mr. Scribner served as Treasurer
of Cochise County for 1893-
1894 winning by only 26 votes,
then lost the 1894 election to
J.V. Vickers and won again for
1901-1904, serving three two-
year terms. The 1909 newspaper
reports Martin living in New Or-

leans and in 1911 reports him - .
and his wife returning to Tomb- Martin Demaret Scribner

stone after looking after his

plantation holdings in New Orleans and Mississippi. At the
time of his death February 26, 1913, in Tombstone, Treas-
urer Scribner was married to Emily C. Scribner. He is buried
in Tombstone.

Tombstone Prospector obituary of February 26, 1913, states
in part: “of warm hearted, genial disposition and generosity,
characteristic of the essentially westerner, and sincere of be-
lief in the future of his adopted home, he soon became a
prominent and popular factor in the political life of the
county.”

Prospector July 30, 1904
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Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

Arioch Wentworth
Cochise County Treasurer 1897-1900

Arioch Wentworth was born in Corlina, Maine, on October
2, 1850, the son of Horace Wentworth and Sarah J. Buxton.
In his youth, he worked in his father's tanning business and
became a shoemaker. On May 6, 1874, Mr. Wentworth mar-
ried Ellen R. Hussey, daughter of James and Elizabeth
Hussey of Maine. They had a son, Horace B. Wentworth.
He and Ellen divorced. Horace had two children, Elena and
Cynthia, with wife Edna Moulton. In February 1885, Mr.
Wentworth moved to Fairbank with the New Mexico and
Arizona Railroad, then served as Wells Fargo agent in Fair-
bank, 1890-1893. In 1892, he moved to Tombstone and
maintained the Tombstone Billiard Parlor until 1912, when
he sold his interests.

Arioch was elected Cochise County Recorder in 1892,
served as Cochise County Treasurer two terms from 1897-
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Arizona Historical Society Photo #536

Fairbank
In 1883 the Wells Fargo office was located in the Fairbank
freight depot. Trains arrived on the west side and stages on
the east side delivering passengers, supplies, mail and ex-
press.

1900, held the office of Mayor of Tombstone from 1903-
1910 and served two terms as Tombstone Justice of the
Peace, 1903 and 1921.

Mayor Wentworth was a colorful character about Tomb-
stone. He was famous for making “jackrabbit” punch, was
catcher on the “Vinegarones” baseball team and had a large
number of cats. His pet cat family included “Pete” and
“Smoky”, accomplished trick cats who even turned somer-
saults.

Treasurer Wentworth died from pneumonia March 2, 1921,
and is buried in Tombstone. In order that county officials
and employees might attend his funeral, the courthouse was
closed at noon. The flags at the county and city of Tomb-
stone floated at half mast out of respect of the deceased and
at the Masonic Hall, the emblem was also at half mast.

His obituary in the Tombstone Prospector reads in part: “In
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Tombstone Prospector January 6, 1903

the passing of Arioch
Wentworth, Tombstone
and the state have lost an-
other valuable citizen.
One who was esteemed in
the community in which
he resided and who had
always been connected
with the up building of the
state.”

Mr. Wentworth was a De-
mocrat. He was a member
of the Masonic order,
Scottish Rite, Masonic
Veterans of the Pacific
Coast (being a Mason 21
years), Chinese Masons,
Knights of Pythias, Im-
proved Order of Red Men,

Elks lodge and Ancient Order of the United Workmen.

“One of the characters of Tombstone was the Mayor, A.
Wentworth, a staunch Democrat. When McKinley was
elected, Wentworth said he wouldn’t cut his hair till we had a

Democratic president. His
locks were long and white
before his dream came
true.”

Arizona Cattleloq,
November 1949, Arizona

Cattle Growers Association.

“As It Seemed to Me” by
Fred S. Bennett as told to
his daughter, Mrs. Houston
Davis.

Photo courtesy Arizona Cattlemens’ Association.




Cochise County Historical Journal

Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

James Newton Gaines
Cochise County Treasurer 1905-1908

James Newton Gaines was born in Illinois in 1865, one of
six children of Benjamin Gaines and Harriet Eleanor Gilkey.
After a meager education, James worked as a farm hand
from the age of 14 until the age of 18 continuing in his fa-
ther’s agricultural profession. He worked as a blacksmith for
the next three years then entered an academy at Clinton, Mis-
souri, to become a teacher.

After 10 years of teaching in Missouri, he became an inspec-
tor for a government contracting concern traveling through-
out the West, finally determining to settle in Arizona. He
taught school in Congress, held the position as bookkeeper
for the Congress Gold Company, was principal of Tomb-
stone schools two years and served as Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors June 1, 1903, to January 1, 1905.
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James Gaines married Martha “Mattie” Ogg December 29,
1891, in Henry County, Missouri. The couple divorced
within a few years of their marriage and had no children. He
never remarried.

James was elected Cochise County Treasurer for two, two-
year terms 1905-1908. Treasurer Gaines died September 27,
1941, in Los Angeles.

Mr. Gaines was a Democrat. He was a member of the Elks
lodge, Masonic lodge and Shrine.

Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

Cochise County Officials 1904

Front Row: J.N. Gaines, Clerk of the Board; Frank Goodbody, Probate Judge;
Judge Fletcher M. Doan; Sidney Upton Philo Wilcox, Deputy Clerk of the Court
under George B. Wilcox; Joe Reilley;Back Row: Unknown; John Walker, Court
Recorder; Charlie Howe, Assessor; William Riggs, Supervisor; Johnny Bowen,
Supervisor; Unknown; Ed Hughes, Nellie Dalgleish’s brother; Tom Flannigan,
Attorney; Allie Howe, Newspaper man
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Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

Charles Wynter Hicks

Cochise County Treasurer 1909 — 1914

Charles Wynter Hicks was born in Canandaigue, New York,
July 9, 1859, the son of Jennie Clark and attorney and state
Senator Edwin Hicks. Charles came to Bisbee in 1895 from
Los Angeles and worked for the El Paso and Southwestern
Railroad for eight years. Mr. Hicks served three terms as city
clerk of Bisbee, Bisbee postmaster for 10 years and Tomb-
stone City Clerk.

Mr. Hicks served as Cochise County Treasurer six years but
did not violate the term-limit law due to law changes sur-
rounding Arizona statehood. After a loss in the 1906 election
to J. N. Gaines, Charles won the election in 1908 for the
1909-1910 term. The Enabling Act was signed June 20,
1910, by Congress with the provision that officials elected in
1908 would remain in office until the President signed the
statehood proclamation; therefore no election was held in
1910 and Treasurer Hicks’ first term was extended until
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February 14, 1912,
when President William
Howard Taft signed the
proclamation of admis-
sions.

All state and county of-

ficials were elected in December 1911
along with vote for statehood. Hicks was reelected for a sec-
ond term with 1529 votes to Frank Ramsey’s 1424. Many,
including Governor-elect Hunt, thought the term was for
only one year; however the constitution provided that the
second state election — the first after Arizona’s formal en-
trance into the Union “shall be held in the first even-number
year after the President’s proclamation is issued” so those
elected held office three years — 1912-1913-1914. This was
also passed in the first Arizona civil law book of 1913.
Charles W. Hicks served two three-year terms.

Charles and his wife Mary Anna “Mattie” Baskwell had

three children: daughter Jo-
sephine Grace Hicks (Mrs.
James T. Kingsbury) and
two sons Edwin Charles
Hicks and William James
Hicks. Treasurer Hicks
passed away December 24,
1947, in Bisbee and is bur-
ied at Evergreen Cemetery.
At the time of his death, he
was listed as having six
grandchildren and seven
great- grandchildren.

Mr. Hicks was a Republican.
He was a member of the
Elks lodge and Masonic

lodge. Charles Wynter Hicks
Photo courtesy Tombstone Courthouse

31



Cochise County Historical Journal

Photo courtesy Hayden Arizona Historical Foundation

Harry Spencer RosS
Cochise County Treasurer 1915-1918

Born in Crown Point, Indiana, November 14, 1876, the son
of William Wesley Ross and Marie Louisa Miller, Harry
Spencer Ross arrived in Tombstone by train in 1902. Harry
attended the Chicago Business College studying stenogra-
phy, then started his career at E.J. Decker Company and
worked his way up to be office manager. On May 30, 1902,
he became a deputy in the Cochise County Recorder’s of-
fice. After two years in the Recorder’s office, Mr. Ross or-
ganized the Cochise Abstract Company of Tombstone and
managed the business for one year. Assessor Charles R.
Howe appointed Harry as Chief Deputy Assessor and was
reappointed by Assessor E.A. Hughes serving 1907-1914 in
the Assessor’s office. He also served two years on the
Tombstone City Council.
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Mr. Ross first married Gertrude Mabelle Abbs on June 20,
1900. They had a son, Claude Spencer Ross born in Chi-
cago June 15, 1902. At age 25, Gertrude died in Tombstone
January 16, 1904, and the 1930 census reports Claude living
in Los Angeles with his Ross grandparents.

On June 6, 1906, Mr. Ross married Maud Mary Horton, a
native of Michigan and the daughter of William G. and
Lucy P. Horton. The couple had four children born in Ari-
zona — Marie Louise Ross Marlow born 1907, Raymond
William Ross born November 4, 1909, Mabel Lucy Ross
Schildt born April 7, 1913, and Elizabeth May Ross born
May 5, 1916.

Treasurer Ross was elected to two, two-year terms and
served as Cochise County Treasurer 1915-1918. He then
served as Arizona State Treasurer for one term 1919-1920.
In 1920, he was a candidate for the Democratic nomination
for Secretary of State, but the election was contested in
court when Charles de Sales Wheeler alleged error in can-
vassing the returns. Mr. Ross declared, “l made as clean a

campaign as was ever waged in this
state and would not have the nomi-
nation unless it was mine by right
of votes. While | do not understand
how Mr. Wheeler can hope to over-
come my majority, his complaint
leaves the state open to recount.” In
the general election, Ross was de-
feated by Ernest R. Hall.

After moving to Altadena, Califor-
nia, Mr. Ross worked for Title In-
surance and Trust Company of Los
Angeles until his death May 20,
1955. He is buried in Inglewood

Memorial Park Cemetery, Ingle- Harry Spencer Ross
wood. California. Photo courtesy Hayden Arizona
Historical Foundation ASU
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A pioneer biography submitted to Arizona State University
by Maud Ross states in part: “When Mr. Ross first started
collecting taxes for the county he rode horseback, carrying
the money in a canvas sack tied to his saddle. Later he had a
Ford car, a novelty to the country people. One day passing a
little school house the teacher dismissed the pupils so they
could go outside and see it. He drove back and took teacher
and all for a ride.

“Together with Mr. Howe, the Assessor, they made a map
of the county, making it easier to find the districts. But it
was never easy collecting taxes in those early days. People
didn’t want to pay them any more than they do now and
made a big fuss about it. He had many an argument. But he
was fair and just and soon won their respect.”

Mr. Ross was a Democrat. He was a member of the Ma-
sonic lodge and Eastern Star. He served as Worthy Patron of
Order of the Eastern Star.

James H. Macia getting a tow for his automobile similar to

the one driven by Treasurer Ross.
Photo courtesy Rose Tree Inn Museum, Burt and Dorothy Devere
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Bond Issued

The County Treasurer is the paying agent
for all bonds issued. Original bonds were
printed documents with interest coupons
attached. Some were not much bigger than
a postage stamp. In 1982 the law changed
and all bond payments now are recorded by computers.

Boarg 3
B, Asizon,  Of Coeng.o Stiperyiy
@iy 3 %€ Coumy, 2
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Broken Water Pipe Disaster

In  September 1984, many
treasurer records were stored
in the basement of the old Bis-
bee High School. The problem
occurred in the morning when
the pipes above the basement
were broken and the Treasurer
was not notified until 4 p.m. on
i a Frlday after water had been

| of the day. Books on the three
top shelves were soaked and
the lower shelves were wet but

not soaked. One hun-
dred years of Cochise
County history dam-
aged. State Archivist
Mike McColgin, a

‘| Bisbee High graduate, told the
staff to layer clean newsprint be-
tween the pages to blot the re-
cords dry and replace the paper as
needed till the books were dry.
- Mike advised, “Your binders can-
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not be saved. Try to
save the page of
information.  You
have two days be-
fore the pages start
to stick together.”

Treasurer office
staff, families,
friends and other

county employees
worked  20-hour days
blotting the pages, chang-
ing the newsprint and
turning fans on the re-
cords but time ran out.
Treasurer Bonham was
back on the phone to
Mike at State Archives
and he reported, “The
only way to save the

37

books is to freeze them!”

Mr. Reynolds from the
local meat market was
asked to help. He had an
extra walkin freezer and
he froze the books. A
few books could be taken
out at a time and worked
on. Ink on a few pages
ran but for the most part
everything was saved.
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Accumulation of books
located in the gym of the old
Bisbee High School
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Arizona State Archives #98-0488

Guy Crittenden Welch

Cochise County Treasurer 1919-1922

Guy Crittenden Welch was born at Greeley, Colorado, April
15, 1879, the son of Dr. William Pringle Welch and Theresa
Crittenden. Starting in 1873, for many years Dr. Welch was
prominent in farming and sheep-raising on a 200 acre ranch
in Greeley. Guy attended the Colorado State Normal School,
then worked as a clerk in a store and was employed for a
short time with a surveying party. On May 1, 1898, Guy
enlisted as a volunteer in Company D, First Colorado Infan-
try, for the Spanish-American War and was sent to the Phil-
ippines. After being honorably discharged July 15, 1899, Mr.
Welch remained in Manila for five years employed by the
American Commercial Company. He returned to the U.S,,
working for a short time in San Francisco, Seattle and Colo-
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rado; then completed a short course at the Colorado Univer-
sity in Boulder.

In 1907, Guy came to Naco, Arizona, where he was em-
ployed by the Copper Queen Mining Company Mercantile
for three years. He then relocated to Hereford when he ac-
cepted a position as bookkeeper and superintendent for the
Greene Cattle Company. In 1912, Mr. Welch moved to
Tombstone, was appointed Cochise County Undersheriff and
on March 23, married Grace Winifred Tarbell. Miss Tarbell
was a native of Tombstone and held a MD from the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles. The couple had three daugh-
ters all born in Tombstone: Ola Florence Welch, December
26, 1912; Dorothy Crittenden Welch, July 13, 1916, and Ar-
lene Theresa Welch, July 4, 1919.

On May 6, 1918, after serving six years as Undersheriff, Guy
Welch was appointed Sheriff by the Cochise County Board
of Supervisors to replace Sheriff Wheeler who left office and
joined the U.S. Army and, since he was in France, "was not
caring for or performing the duties of the office of Sheriff.”
Mr. Welch served eight months as Sheriff. During that time
on order of Judge Lockwood, Sheriff Welch had the duty of
destroying 1200 cases of bootleg whiskey said to have been
worth at least $100,000. The bottles were smashed up against
the courthouse brick wall in the jail yard and the booze was
allowed to run into the gutter as the law provided. Many
such occurrences took place during prohibition. Arizona’s
prohibition went into effect January 1, 1915; but the national
ban didn’t go into effect until January 1, 1920.

A friend of the Sheriff presented him
with a solid gold badge set with five
diamonds and inscribed “Sheriff,
Cochise County.” Guy quickly
changed his $1.75 badge for the $300
gold badge. The friend attached a note
reading, “Hope you will wear this four
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more Yyears,” but Mr. Welch declined and was elected

Cochise County Treasurer in 1918,
serving 1919-1922 as Treasurer as
well as being Mayor of Tombstone. In
1923, he moved his family to Long
Beach, California, and accepted a po-
sition with the New York Life Insur-
ance Company. Again in 1923, he
moved; this time to Whittier, and
served on the police force from 1923-
1938, then relocated to EI Monte.

Treasurer Welch served as police cap-
tain of EI Monte, California, until
January 1, 1944, when he retired due
to ill health and died February 19,
1944, in El Monte.

Mr. Welch was a Democrat.

Guy Crittenden Welch
Treasurer’s office photo

Tombstone Courthouse - October 1919
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Arizona State Archives #97-6396

Melville Clay Hankins

Cochise County Treasurer 1923-1926

Melville Clay Hankins was born August 5, 1877, in Prairie
Lea, Texas, to John Milford Hankins and Glendora C. Glass.
Clay came to Arizona in 1900 and lived in Douglas for 21
years where he worked at the smelter, became assistant fore-
man of the reduction works, served as Mayor of Douglas and
was appointed postmaster by President Wilson serving for
four years.

In 1921, Mr. Hankins moved to Tombstone to accept the po-
sition of clerk of the Board of Supervisors, then served two
terms as Treasurer 1923-1926. In his run for State Treasurer
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in 1926, he lost the primary to J.C. Callaghan. He moved to
Phoenix in 1928, and was appointed the first Secretary of the
State Highway Commission by Governor George W.P. Hunt.
He resigned in 1933, to become Secretary of the State Corpo-
ration Commission for several years. He then held a position
in the state auditor’s office resigning in 1939 to return to the
Arizona Highway Commission as assistant secretary. He re-
tired in 1945.

Treasurer Hankins suffered a heart attack on March 4, 1947,
and is buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Phoenix. He was sur-
vived by his wife Clementine Emma Gardner and two daugh-
ters, Lola Emma Hankins and Winona Hankins Gerrard (Mrs.
Herbert Bartlett Gerrard Jr.).

Mr. Hankins was a Democrat and served as county chairman
of the party. He was a member of the Elks lodge, Odd Fellows
and belonged to the Woodmen of the World.

Treasurer Seal
Cochise County Arizona

Several county officers including the treasurer must have an
official seal to place on deeds and important documents.
The seals were established when Arizona was a territory
and most remain unchanged today. Each county clerk of the
court by law must have a seal

with the vignette of Abraham

Lincoln. Some seals are very

simple with mottoes. Cochise

County Treasurer’s seal is most

unusual. It is a copy of a twenty

dollar gold piece, as pictured on

the front cover of this journal.
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Photo courtesy Grand Chapter of Arizona Order of the Eastern Star

William Morton Cox
Cochise County Treasurer 1927-1930

Born January 21, 1880, near French Lick Springs, Indiana, to
parents Charles W. Cox and Margaret Jane Melbourne, Wil-
liam Morton Cox graduated from high school at Paoli. His
father, Charles, was also born in French Lick Springs and
was a clergyman of the Church of Christ, as was his father
before him, Christopher Cox. William moved to Bisbee in
1906, after working for the Southern Pacific and Union Pa-
cific Railroads in California and Utah as a locomotive engi-
neer. He was employed in the mechanical department of the
C&A mining company and served on the Bisbee City Coun-
cil during his years in Bisbee. According to his WWI draft
records, William had one glass eye.

Mr. Cox served as Cochise County Treasurer 1927-1930; ran
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Cochise County State Bank

for State Treasurer in 1930, but lost in primary to Mit
Simms; served as Arizona State Treasurer 1933-1934; and
was a member of the Corporation Commission 1935-1940.
He also served as Secretary of the Arizona Colorado River
Commission from 1941 until it was abolished in 1945. When
the Arizona Department of Real Estate was created in 1949,
William became the first real estate commissioner and
served until his retirement in 1960.

In California on July 17, 1905, William wed Elise Anna
Breitkreutz of Omaha, Nebraska. Elise was born June 5,
1878, to parents Johann Ferdinand and Wilhelmine Caroline
Breitkreutz in Neu Cuestrinchen, Germany. Elise died April
9, 1954. One child, Marian Roberta Cox, was born to this
union on March 28, 1907. She taught school at North Phoe-
nix High from 1939 to 1972 and died September 1980 in
Phoenix. Treasurer Cox died November 4, 1970, in Phoenix.

Mr. Cox was a Democrat.
He was a member of the
Masonic lodge and Eastern
Star. He served as patron of
Bisbee chapter and grand
patron of the state Order of
Eastern Star as well as mas-
ter of Bisbee lodge and
grand master of the Masonic
lodge of Arizona.

William Morton Cox, Photo courtesy Perfect

Ashler Lodge#12 F&AM
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Arizona State Archives #01-9336

Daniel Stanley Kitchel
Cochise County Treasurer 1931-1934

Daniel Stanley Kitchel was born in Montevideo, Minnesota,
May 19, 1886, to parents James Luther Kitchel and Caroline
E. Wilson and moved with his family to Texas as a child.
Dan attended private prep school in Beaumont, Texas, then
was appointed to and passed West Point 1902-1904. His first
job was working as a driller in the Beaumont oil fields.
When the price of oil dropped to 70 cents a barrel in 1906,
Dan moved to Bisbee and worked in the mines as a hoist op-
erator for twenty years. In 1922-1924, he is listed as business
partner with R.C. Brown in operating Kitchel and Brown
garbage contractors for the City of Bisbee. He was part
owner and manager of Palace Undertaking Funeral Home
1924-1926. In 1926-1927 he is listed as the proprietor of
Kitchel’s Confectionery located at 38 Main Street in Bisbee.
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Mr. Kitchel served as Chief Deputy Assessor for three
years, Cochise County Treasurer 1931-1934, Clerk of the
Cochise County Superior Court 1935-1954, and served in
the Arizona State Senate 1957-1968, retiring in 1969. After
a spirited county election on November 19,1929, it was de-
cided at the polls to move the county seat from Tombstone
to Bisbee. Bonds in the amount of $300,000 were approved
for the construction of the Art Deco structure and the new
courthouse was dedicated August 3, 1931, by Governor
George W.P. Hunt. Dan Kitchel was Treasurer during the
office move from Tombstone to Bisbee.

Dan's first wife Florence Rains Brown died in January
1950. He married his second wife Avery Bell Prater in
1951. The father of a daughter Katherine Rains Kitchel Stu-
art, a son George Hawley Kitchel and step-daughter Mary
John Holmes Phillips, Treasurer Kitchel died July 12, 1984,
at the age of 98.

Mr. Kitchel was a Democrat. He was a 73 year member of
the Masonic lodge, past Exalted Ruler of the Elks lodge and
member of the Arizona Game Protective Association.

Bisbee Courthouse Tombstone Canyon Treasurer’s office photo
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Deportation

g

4

This is a section of the Pioneer History submitted by Dan S.
Kitchel to Hayden Library ASU, February 1968.

“l have been asked to relate some particularly significant oc-
currence or event in Arizona that | had first hand knowledge
of; that had made a profound impression upon me and had
historical significance.

“The Bisbee Deportation of 1917 comes to mind as meeting
all of the above requirements. | was there, not as a partici-
pant on either side but as an eye witness to mob violence and
mob rule under the pretence of law and order.
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“As | now look back on the Bisbee Deportation of 1917, |
see a dark mark on the history of Arizona and the labor that

prevailed at the
time. | still think
that it was a inva-
sion of guaran-
tees given by our
Bill of Rights and
I am positive that
many people who
lived in Bisbee
since that strike
have deeply re-
gretted this de-
portation  and

hope that no other community in our nation will ever have to
under go such savagery from a legally authorized MOB.”

Photos this page courtesy Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum
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Treasurer’s office photo

Carl Charles Gordner
Cochise County Treasurer 1935-1938 and 1943-1946

Carl Charles Gordner was born in Boonville, Indiana, Decem-
ber 12, 1892, to parents Louis Gordner and Louise Koegel. As
early as 1917, he served as the City Treasurer in Boonville. He
served in WWI. Carl married Alma Ward in Boonville, War-
rick County, Indiana in 1916, and the couple had two daughters
in Indiana. Jane Gordner was born August 25, 1918, and Suz-
annah Gordner on April 6, 1921. The family moved to Bisbee
where Carl became a conductor on the trolley of the Warren-
Bisbee Railway. A third daughter Lois Gordner was born in
Arizona June 24, 1925.

Mr. Gordner served as Chief Deputy Cochise County Treasurer
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Warren—Bisbee Railway, Main Street, Bisbee

for Treasurer Cox 1929-1930, Treasurer Kitchel 1931-1934
and Treasurer Lucas 1939-1942. He was first elected Treas-
urer in 1934, and again in 1942 serving two, two-year terms
twice for a total of 8 years. He ran unsuccessfully for State
Treasurer in 1938, finishing second in a five-man race.

Carl Gordner ended his career in Phoenix working for the
State Treasurer as an assistant bookkeeper and then as a dep-
uty examiner for the State Banking Department retiring in
1964. Treasurer Gordner died in May 6, 1979, and is buried
in Phoenix.

Mr. Gordner was a Democrat.

Casa Grande Dispatch September 9,1938
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Photo courtesy Douglas Elks Lodge

Oakley William Lucas

Cochise County Treasurer 1939-1942

Oakley William Lucas was born to parents George H. Lucas
and Anna L. Albert on May 12, 1899, in Radford, Virginia,
and graduated from Douglas High School May 18, 1918.
During W.W.I. he served in the U.S. Army. Oakley married
Louise Bernice Davis October 7, 1922.

Mr. Lucas was timekeeper and assistant paymaster for
Phelps Dodge Corporation from 1922-1935 before joining
the staff of the Cochise County Treasurer in 1935 where he
served as chief deputy to Carl Gordner for four years. He
was elected Treasurer and served two terms from 1939-1942.
From 1943 until 1946 Mr. Lucas was employed as store-
keeper for the Shattuck-Denn Mining Co. In 1946, he was
appointed Clerk of the City of Douglas, serving the city 17
years until retiring August 6, 1963.
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Treasurer Lucas died November 15, 1984, and is buried in
Douglas.

Oakley was an avid cribbage player and was on the Bisbee
team with Dan Kitchel and others in 1938. Mr. Lucas was a
Democrat. He was a past Exalted Ruler of the Elks lodge and
past Post Commander of the American Legion.

Sales Tax Tokens

During the depression, states were

desperate to find new sources of

revenue. Beginning with Georgia in

1929, more than thirty states en-

acted a sales tax during the depres-

sion. Congress also imposed a fed-

eral sales tax on a wide range of

products. If cash was critical for the

states, it was even more so for their

citizens. Payment of a 3% sales tax on a 10-cent purchase
gave the state an additional unearned 0.7 cent tax from
rounding. People resented the sales tax enough without
overpaying it.

In the spring of 1933, the business community in the city of
Kewanee, Illinois, began issuing "sales tax tokens" in the %
cent denomination to customers. The tokens were designed
to provide change for partial cents resulting from the sales
tax. Within a short time communities throughout Illinois fol-
lowed Kewanee and issued similar tokens.

Arizona's use of sales tax tokens was authorized by Chapter
77, Laws of 1935.Tokens were issued in 1-mill and 5-mill
denominations and were originally required to be made of
95% Arizona copper from the Magma, Miami and Phelps
Dodge mines. In 1954, when Arizona's tax statutes were re-
codified, the entire sales tax token authorization portion was
dropped from the code.
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Photo courtesy Sylvia Kaminski Sellers

William Jerome KaminskKi
Cochise County Treasurer 1947-1949

William “Bill” Jerome Kaminski was born January 30, 1902,
in Dover, New Jersey, to parents Fred Kaminski and Bridget
Doyle, descendents of early German and Irish settlers. The
family moved to Cochise County in 1909 and Bill graduated
from Bisbee High School. Prior to the liquidation of the
Bank of Bisbee, Mr. Kaminski was employed as a teller at
the bank for 15 years. He then accepted a position in the of-
fice of the Cochise County Board of Supervisors as a book-
keeper.

Following the death of his brother Fred F. Kaminski, Bill
took over the Chevron General Petroleum Service Station in
Tombstone Canyon. For four years, he operated the station
on the side, until falling victim to Buerger disease that causes
the blood vessels in the arms and legs to become blocked
with blood clots, eventually damaging or destroying skin tis-
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sue leading to infection and gangrene. After the amputation
of his legs, Bill was fitted with artificial legs. He could get
around with a set of special boots and crutches and per-
formed his duties in a wheel chair. He drove a specially
equipped Oldsmobile using manual controls.

Bisbee Review

“Not on Sympathy”

In 1934, William married Mary
Sylvia Black. They had one
daughter, Sylvia Ann Kaminski
Sellers. He ran unsuccessfully
for County Treasurer several
times prior to winning the 1946
election and re-election in 1948.
At the age of 46, Mr. Kaminski
passed away in Bisbee on Janu-
ary 25, 1949, and is buried at
Evergreen Cemetery. Clerk of
the Board William E. Clark and
Kaminski both died on the same
day. Chief Deputy Frances Lip-
pert was appointed to fill the
unexpired term of Treasurer
Kaminski.

Daughter Sylvia remembers, “I
lost my Dad just before my 12"
birthday and will always miss
him. | never knew him with
legs. He showed great courage
and wanted people to vote for
his ability not his disability.”

Mr. Kaminski was a Democrat.
He was a fourth degree member
of the Knights of Columbus and
served as Grand Knight.
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Treasurer’s office photo

Frances Pearl Lippert
Cochise County Treasurer 1949-1952

Frances Pearl Lippert was appointed by the Cochise County
Board of Supervisors to fill the unexpired term of office end-
ing at the close of 1950 upon the death of Treasurer William
J. Kaminski in January 1949.

Miss Lippert was born in Bisbee February 11, 1901, to par-
ents Hulda I. Reinhold and Joseph F. Lippert, who came to
the U.S. from Germany to settle in Tombstone. She attended
Bisbee schools and Los Angeles Business College before
starting her career as a stenographer with the C&A Mining
Co.

From 1932-1947, Frances worked in the Recorder’s Office,
then joined the Treasurer’s staff and was Chief Deputy at the

56



Vol. 40 No.2, Fall/Winter 2010

time of her appointment. She won the election in 1950 and
served the two-year term from 1951-1952. Treasurer Lippert
did not run for office in 1952 due to the Arizona statutory
provision that a County Treasurer could not succeed them-
selves after two terms. She continued her employment in the
Treasurer’s office serving with Treasurer F.C. Alexander and
ending her 30-year career in the Board of Supervisors’ of-
fice.

Miss Lippert was appointed Clerk of the Board shortly be-
fore her death in 1962. She is buried at Evergreen Cemetery
in Bisbee.

The Democratic Women’s Who’s Who 1960-1961 stated she
was “characterized by laudable ambition, well directed en-
ergy and perseverance. Her hobbies include ceramic work,
bowling and gardening.”

Carl Isaacson of Hereford stated, “I worked for Frances Lip-
pert for 20 months. | appreciated Miss Lippert very much.
She was always professional - a very nice person.”

Miss Lippert was a Democrat. She was a member of Eastern
Star and the Annona Club.

Tax Lien Sale

An annual tax lien sale is held every February for taxes that
became delinquent in the prior fiscal year. Taxes cover a
calendar year, but are paid over a fiscal year. The tax liens
are sold to the investor who offers the lowest rate of interest
with 16% the max rate. Three years from the date of tax lien
sale the investor can start the foreclosure process through
Superior Court and receive a Treasurer’s deed to the prop-
erty.
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Photo courtesy Bisbee High School

Franklin Cecil Alexander
Cochise County Treasurer 1953-1972

Franklin Cecil “Alex” Alexander was born in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, August 18, 1901, to parents Charles William Alexan-
der and Calla Louise Zimmerman. He moved to Tempe with
his family in 1909. Alex attended St. Edward College in
Austin, Texas, and graduated from Arizona Normal, now
Arizona State University, in 1923.

F.C. began his teaching career in the Willcox / Dos Cabezas
area in the early 1920’s, as physical director, commercial and
manual training teacher. From 1929-1943, Mr. Alexander
was an assistant principal, teacher and coach at Bisbee High
School. He ended his teaching career in 1943 and briefly op-
erated his own service station in Fry. In 1944, F.C. moved to
just outside of Grants Pass, Oregon, where he purchased and
operated a combination country store and service station. Af-
ter a little more than a year of limited sunshine, he returned
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to Arizona, living in Tucson for
three years and then moving to
Douglas in 1948. He was em-
ployed as maintenance and
construction worker at the Bis-
bee-Douglas International Air-
port.

- | Mr. Alexander also served as

Photo courtesy Philip Alexander

*% Chief Deputy to Treasurer Lip-

AN .e_, ® %l pert. He won his first election
.~ W& wlin 1952 and served as Cochise
Baby Alex County Treasurer from 1953 —

1972. During Alex’s tenure,
term limits were lifted in 1953 and the term of office
changed in 1964 from two to four years.

In Douglas May 23, 1924, F.C. married Helen Bijou

Clemons, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Bye de
Rafael Clemons of Central.
Alex and Bijou had two
daughters - Cecil Irene
Alexander Berrer and
Paquita Carolyn “Skeets”
Alexander Gilliland and
four sons - Phillip Charles
Alexander, Franklin Wil-
liam Alexander, Thomas
Wayne Alexander and Jon
Kent Alexander.

Treasurer Alexander died| _ .
March 6, 1983, and is bur- The family held a dinner party
ied in Douglas along side in Douglas, June 1974, to cele-

“Golden” wedding anniversary.
Mr. Alexander was a|Photo courtesy Tom Alexander

Democrat.
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Photo courtesy Marie Pinto

Louise Elizabeth

(Cowling) Peters
Cochise County Treasurer 1973-1980

Louise Elizabeth Cowling was born October 9, 1918, in Bis-
bee to Henrietta Jemima Craft and James Mitchell Cowling.
She graduated from Bisbee High School and from La Salle
University in accounting. Louise’s marriage to Bisbee native
William W. “Bill” Peters lasted 59 years until Bill’s death.
The couple had no children.

Louise worked at the Phelps Dodge Mercantile and then 22
years in the Treasurer's office prior to her election in 1972.
Sixteen years of her service to the county were as Chief Dep-
uty. She served two four-year terms as Treasurer.
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During her term, the office
moved from the courthouse to
the third floor of the Admini-
stration building, the remodeled
Horace Mann school building at
4 Ledge Avenue near the court-
house. In the late 1970’s, a bee
war took place in the office.
Groups of bees were fighting
over the queen. Every morning
employees would arrive to piles
of dead bees in the office, honey
dripping from the furniture and
papers stuck together. Employ-
ees worked through the day
walking on honey and dodging
bees. A beekeeper finally lo-

Louise Elizabeth (Cowling) Peters
Bisbee High School 1936

cated the queen in the cooler vent and once he removed her,

Horace Mann School Treasurer’s office photo
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a huge black cloud
of bees flew from
the building and fol-
lowed the bee-
keeper’s vehicle out
of town. Some of
the old files still
have papers stuck
together with honey.

Treasurer  Peters
died July 16, 2003,
in Tucson and is
buried at Evergreen
Cemetery in Bisbee.

Mrs. Peters was a
Democrat.
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Marty -Dess Photo

Marsha Kay (Davis) Bonham

Cochise County Treasurer 1981 — Present

Marsha Kay Davis was born in Bisbee, Arizona, on April
26, 1946, to parents Wesley Alexander Davis and Inez
Marie Boat. Wesley came to Bisbee during the depression
to work in the copper mines. His family is traced back
through the Texas Republic, the Civil War, the American
Revolution to Jamestown and is related to President Adams.
Inez was born in Bisbee. Her father and grandfather Tobin
both came to Bisbee in 1914 to work in the mines. Marsha’s
grandfather, Roy Boat, loved sports and played baseball on
the early teams of Bisbee.

After graduating from Naco Elementary and Bisbee High
School, Marsha attended Cochise College the first year of
its existence. She then worked at the Arizona Bank for nine
years and in the Treasurer’s office for seven. She won her
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Bonham Family

first election in 1980, and
has held office continually
with the current term end-
ing in the centennial year
2012.

James Leonard Bonham
and Marsha married in
1965, and have two daugh-
ters: Lori Lynn Bonham
Fortenberry (Mrs. J.R.
Fortenberry) and Kimberly
Kay Bonham. Lori has two
children Austen and
Ashlyn. Jim’s family has
lived in Cochise County
for generations. His great-

grandmother was born in the New Mexico Territory and his
grandmother was born at Slaughter’s ranch where her father
Guadalupe Leyva was a cowboy for John Slaughter and grew

vegetables that he sold in Bisbee.

Mrs. Bonham attended the Southwest School of Government
Finance at Texas Tech University. She was elected president

of the Arizona Association of
Counties in 1998; served as
president of the Arizona Treas-
urers’ Association 1992, 1993,
and 1994; and served ten years
on the National Association of
Counties Finance and Intergov-
ernmental Affairs Steering Com-
mittee. Marsha also served ten
years on the Arizona State
Board of Investments. Repre-
senting Cochise County, she
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continues to serve on
the Arizona Historical
Records Advisory
& Board, Benson Heritage
1Railroad Foundation
Board and the Arizona
Historical Society
Board of Directors.
JMost recently she
j' serves on the Cochise
County Centennial
Committee.

John Harris photo

Melody Lane 2004

Under Marsha’s leadership, the office has advanced from 2
Y feet x 3 feet hand calculated, hand written tax distribution
reports and manual typewriters to computers and web pages.
In 2004, the office moved from old Bisbee to the Melody
Lane County Complex. This location also allowed for an ar-
chives center that was critical for storage of the Treasurer’s
office vital records. The staff of the Treasurer’s office
worked many long days to clean, organize and index the col-
lection of records and create a mini-museum in the facility
and make the records accessible to the public. Their efforts
were rewarded when they received a 2006 National Associa-
tion of Counties Achievement award for historical preserva-
tion.

Marsha states, “One of my favorite sayings is: ‘Life is what
happened while you were planning something else.” | didn’t
plan to be Cochise County Treasurer. My school guidance
counselor never even mentioned it, but life is full of twists
and turns; doors opened and my path led me to this place. It
has been my pleasure and honor to serve as Cochise County
Treasurer.”

Mrs. Bonham is a Democrat. Prior to devoting her time to
the Treasurer’s office, Marsha was active in Eastern Star.
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Archives Storage

In 2003, the Cochise County Board of
Supervisors planned new facilities at
Melody Lane in Bisbee. With county
records stored in basements, attics,
rented metal storage containers, the jail,
the gym of the old
high school, tin sheds
at the roadyard and
every available cor-
ner of every county TE ot
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Dedication Day

building, the Board
included a new cli-
mate-controlled
building with large
metal shelving to
house all archival
records.

The dedication was
held February 1,
2006, the 125th An-
niversary of Cochise
County.

Kevin Pyles, Archives Technician

L-R: Mariann Fletcher, Chief Deputy Treasurer; Paul Newman, Cochise County
Supervisor; GladysAnn Wells, Director of Arizona State Archives and Public
Records; Audrey Sibley, Miss Arizona 2006; Marsha Bonham, Cochise County
Treasurer; Pam Munsey, Treasurer’s Administrative Assistant

Treasurer’s office photo
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2006 Achievement Award Winner
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This Award is presented to

Cochise County, Az
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Treasurer’s Archives Project

In recognition of an innovative program
Which contributes to and enhances county govermment in
the United States.
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Abbreviations of Sources

Records
AAB Arizona State Archives Biography Records/Files
A.C  Ancestry.com
ASU  Arizona State University Hayden Library Special
Collections
AVR Arizona Vital Records
B- Birth, D- Death, M -Marriages
BSM  Cochise County Board of Supervisors’ Minutes
CCR Cochise County Recorder Records
CSCR Caochise County Clerk of Superior Court Records

FS/LDS Family Search — official web site of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latterday Saints

SSD  Social Security Death Index

USFC United States Federal Census

Books

ATO  Arizona Territorial Officials by John S. Goff

AzMc Arizona, prehistoric, aboriginal, pioneer, modern; the
nation’s youngest commonwealth within a land of ancient
culture by James H. McClintock 1916

CCS Cochise County Stalwarts by Lynn R. Bailey and Don
Chaput 2000 Westernlore Press

CDB City Directory Bisbee

CDD City Directory Douglas

PRL  Press Reference Library Western Edition Notables of the
West 1915

T Tombstone By William Hattich 1903

WF  Wells Fargo in Arizona Territory by John and Lillian
Theobald 1978

WWA Who’s Who in Arizona 1913 compiled and published by
Jo Conners

Newspapers

ADS  Arizona Daily Star, Tucson

AG Arizona Gazette, Phoenix

AR Arizona Republican or Republic, Phoenix

ARN Arizona Range News, Willcox

AWS Arizona Weekly Star, Tucson

BR Bisbee Review

DD Douglas Dispatch
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PG Phoenix Gazette

TDC Tucson Daily Citizen or Arizona Daily Citizen
TE Tombstone Epitaph

TN Tombstone Nugget

TP Tombstone Prospector

TR Tombstone Republican

WC  Weekly Citizen, Tucson

sSources

F.C. Alexander: CCSCRM 5-1924:AVRB Cecil Irene, Paquita
Carolyn; AVRD Calla Louise; SSD; USFC 1920 Tempe & 1930
Bisbee; CDB 1928 &1942; CDD 1950 &1951; Bisbee High
School yearbooks 1929-1943; ARN 5-1924;BR 7-20-1952 &1-8-
1957;:DD 3-7-1983 obit; letter to Marsha Bonham from Tom Alex-
ander 5-6-2010

W.M. Cox: Warranty Deed 9-29-1948 Maricopa County Dk 0299
-pg 70; SSD; AVRD Elise; History of Arizona Biographical Vol. 3
pg 553; Biographic Sketch — Grand Lodge of Arizona F&AM,;
A.C Elise Breitkreutz bio; PG obit 11-5-1970 pg 44; AR obit
Marian 10-2-1980

J.O. Dunbar: AVRD J.0. & William; USFC 1900 &1910 Mari-
copa County AZ,1860 Calais Ward 2, Maine; Markis Dunbar Reg-
istration Card WWI; CCR Deeds pg 245-6; Family files of Monica
Dunbar Smith; CCS Vol. | pg 103-5; Those Old Yellow Dog Days
by William H. Lyon; University of Arizona General Bulletin #15
July 1949 by Estelle Lutrell; Legislative Bluebook 1912; Arizona
Biographical Dictionary by John Goff pg 30; Tres Alamos, The
Cochise County Historical Journal Fall/Winter 2005; AR Special
Ed 8-1892 pg 35, ADS 2-11-1906; obit AG 2-1-1923, AR 2-2-
1923

J.N. Gaines: USFC 1870 Springfield Missouri, 1880 Bethlehem,
Henry County, Missouri; Missouri marriage records Henry
County, Missouri; California Death Records; AzMc pg 325-326; T
pg 17; Email from Carolyn Gaines Cooper to Marsha Bonham 1-3
-2010
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B. Goodrich: USFC 1880 Grayson Cty Tx, 1910 LA, Calif;
AAB; Territorial Legislature Memorial 2-2-1887; PRL Vol Il pg
170-171; CCS pg 149-150; Austin (Tx) Colony Pioneers Chapter
Early Pioneers and Settlers of Washington County pg 111; His-
tory of the Bench and Bar of California pg 846 edited by Oscar
Tully Shuck 1901; Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography by Dan L.
Thrapp Vol Il pg 570 -571; ATO pgl17; Who’s Who in America
1908-1909 pg 736; TP 9-1-1904; TE 2-25-1923 obit

C.C. Gordner: AVRB Lois; Cochise County Treasurer’s office
records; WWI Draft Registration Card; SSD; USFC 1930 Tomb-
stone , Az, 1920 Warrick Cty, Ind.; Phoenix City Directories
1947, 50,52,53,55,58,59,61,63,64,66,67,68; CDB 1924,1926-27,
1942;FS/LDS;DD 1-25-1938; BR5-28-1944;AR5-11-1979 obit

M.C. Hankins: AVRB Lola; AVRD; USFC 1920 Douglas,
Cochise Cty, Az, 1930 Phoenix, Maricopa Cty, Az; WWA,; PG 3-
28-1941; Casa Grande Valley Dispatch 9-10-1926; TP 4-7-1922;
TE 4-2-1922 pg4; TDC 3-3-1947, PG 3-3-1947, BR 3-5-1947
obit

C.W. Hicks: AVRD Grace, AVRD C.W., AVRD Wm J; Ena-
bling Act; A.T. law #827; WWA pg 788; TE 10-15, 1911,12-17-
11,10-15-11,1-3-15; BR 12-26-1947 obit

W.J. Kaminski: AVRD Bill; CDB 1924, 1926-27,1942; Sylvia
Kaminski Sellers letter 11-25-2009; AR 1-29-1951 Bridget obit;
BR 7-17-1938, 6-4-1944, 4-17-1946, 5-5-1946; 1-26-1949 obit

D.S. Kitchel: AVRB Katherine, George, Mary, John; AVRD
Dan; Draft Card WWI 9-12-1918; ASU FBB10KIT, DAN; AAB;
CDB 1924,26-27,42,69; BR 7-24-1938, 7-13-1984 obit; AR 7-16-
1984 B6 obit

F.P. Lippert: AVRB; BSM 1-31-1949; Democratic Women’s
Who’s Who 1960-1961; CDB 1926-27,42;BR 2-1-1949; DD 10-1
-1962 obit

O.W. Lucas: Who’s Who in the West 1957 pg 476 at UofA Li-
brary; CDD 1918,20,21,25,26,29,30,35,40,50,59; DD 3-9-1938, 5
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-1-1938, 5-5-1938, 11-15-1984 obit

J.P. McAllister: BSM 10-6-1885, 1-3-1893 USFC1880 Storey
Cty, Nv, 1900 LA Calif; Great Register of VVoters 1890 Cochise
County ; PRL Vol I pg 518- 19 International News service 1913;
A History of Calif Biographical Vol I11 1915 by James Miller;
AG 6-12-1891 TE 1,4 & 8-1893, 4-5-1893,5-28-1893;Az Silver
Belt Globe 1-28-1893, TP 5-10-1893,9-13-1893,6-2-1914 obit

L.E. Cowling Peters: A.C; CDB1942, 1959; BR 7-20-1972, 9-
1972, 7-17-2003 obit; Bisbee Observer 7-24-2003 obit

A.J. Ritter: Court Records Territory of AZ vs Andrew Ritter;
BSM 1-5-88; USFC 1880 Wolcottville, Lagrange, Ind.; Civil War
Indiana.com; AVRD Carson; Tombstone A Quick History by
Nancy Sosa and Jim Nelson; CCS pg 84-85; Mohave Cty Miner 1
-21-1888; 2-25-1888; The Arizona Champion, Mohave Cty, 1-21-
1888; TP 4-29-1899, 5-1-1899 obit; TDC 4-28-1899 obit

H.S. Ross: AVRM 1906;AVRB Elizabeth 1916, Mabel 1913,
Raymond 1909; AVRD Gertrude 1904; USFC 1930 LA Calif;
AAB; ASU Pioneer Biography FB BIOROS, HAR; AzMc pg 892
-893; letter 5-11-2009 from AZ Lodge #2 F&AM, Phoenix; A.C
Gertrude and Claude; Graham Guardian 3-22-1918; Mohave Cty,
Miner 11-30-1918; TE 1-3-1915; AR 10-8-1920; TP 5-6-1920;
Pasadena Star-News 5-22-1955 obit

M.D. Scribner: AVRD; CSCRM 4-6-1903;CCR 3-20-1906 pg
209-211; FS/LDS; WF pg 115,152-153,186; Portrait and Bio-
graphical Record of AZ pg 835; Polk’s AZ and N.M. Pictorial
Gazetteer and Business directory 1912-1913; TP 10-25-1902, 12-
31-1902, 2-3-1894, 7-30-1904, 10-29-1911, 2-26-1913 obit; BR
10-27-09

J.V. Vickers: BSM 1-5-1888, 9-14-1896;CCS Vol | pg
19,29,108 Vol Il pg53,84,92,164,165-167; ATO pg79; “Flames
Ends Student’s Life” The San Francisco Call 12-21-1901; “Santa
Rosa Island”, Santa Barbara Newspress article by Bob Kiedling
11-12-1908, TP 9-8-1896,10-2-1890,12-31-1912 obit; AR 1-25-
1891 bio; TE 1-5-1913; Mohave County Miner 1-21-1888
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G.C. Welch: BSM 5-6-1918; AVRB Arlene, Dorothy, Ola; USFC
1920 and 1930 Whittier LA Calif; AzMc Vol 111 pg 184-1845;
WWA pg 621;City Directory EI Monte Ca 1939; The Greeley
Daily Tribune, Greely Colo, 10-23-1940, 2-21-1944 obit; Court-
land Arizonan 6-8-1918; TP 10-15-1918, 11-26-1918,9-23-1918;5
-21-1918,1-5-1920;TE7-4-1920,2-25-1923;BR2-8-1944 pg 3,2-22
-1944 pg 5 obit

A. Wentworth: AVRD; USFC Tombstone, Cochise Az 1900; FS/
LDS; AzMc pg 700-701; WF pgl71; T pg 37; TP 6-15-1904, 6-11
-1904, 9-7-1904, 9-9-1904, 3-2-1921, 3-5-1921, 3-8-1921 obit;
Mohave County Miner 3-11-1921 obit

Cochise County Treasurer Franklin Cecil Alexander
was coach for the Bisbee Pumas Basketball team
1931-1932 Season
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